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SECTION 4 - LESSON 26 
THE FATHER AND JESUS

Part 2. Discerning The True Gospel From False Ones:
• Signs Of False Gospels

• The True Gospel: Justification + Sanctification = Salvation
• Sanctification—A Lifetime Of Putting Things On God’s Altar

• False Gospels: Justification = Salvation
• The Older Testament: THE Source For The Gospel Of Jesus
• Our Father’s Covenant: A Trust-filled Pilgrimage Of Love

“I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, 
it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.

For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”
(Matthew 18:19,20)



THE FATHER AND JESUS
Part 2. Discerning the True Gospel 
from False Ones:
Signs of False Gospels

“I am astonished that you are so
quickly deserting the one who called
you by the grace of Christ and are 

turning to a different gospel—
which is really no gospel at all. 

Evidently some people are throwing
you into confusion and are trying to

pervert the gospel of Christ. 
But even if we or an angel from heaven

should preach a gospel other than 
the one we preached to you, 

let him be eternally condemned! 
As we have already said, so now I say

again: If anybody is preaching to you a
gospel other than what you accepted,

let him be eternally condemned!” 
(Galatians 1:6-9).

Can you hear the intense passion in
Paul as he upholds the one true Gospel
and condemns those who pervert it?

There IS only one message that stands as
the Good News. All misrepresentations
are eternal Bad News!

Hellenized/Romanized congregations
are filled with those who have embraced
a false gospel. Satan will send as many
deceived people as he can to fill pews.
Crowds of similarly duped people sitting
alongside one another provide a certain
level of soulish comfort. Since the Holy
Spirit won’t dwell in individuals who
haven’t embraced the true Gospel,
they’ll look for religious systems that
offer them self-gratifying, entertaining
programs.

• People who are devoid of the Holy
Spirit can’t worship in “Spirit and
truth”. So they look for worship serv-
ices that indulge their mind, will and
emotions. Worship leaders try to con-
jure a “spiritual” mood so attendees
will feel good. The success of enjoy-
ment-focused congregations is meas-
ured by the numbers who attend
services rather than by their Spirit-
empowered impact in the world.

• Without the Spirit Who gives life to
God’s Word, reading the Bible is a
chore. Those without His guiding
presence look to someone else to
teach them, someone who’s not
relationally close enough to con-
front them to live biblical truth.
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• In order to attract more people, reli-
gious leaders rely more and more on
programs and services that cater to
the carnal nature. Leaders fill in for
husbands who neglect their spiritu-
al responsibilities at home, rather
than confronting them. Husbands
and fathers are encouraged to “out-
source” their wives and children to
others for spiritual development,
such as through Sunday schools and
youth programs. 

Religious systems that cater to false
gospels operate through administrative
busyness. Warm bodies, especially War-
rior and Phallic males, are recruited to
keep all the programs running efficient-
ly. (See Lesson 10: Elders, Our Father’s
Representatives.) Leaders in religious sys-
tems are called “pastor” or “elder”, but
they are in reality administrators in charge
of programs, functioning more as man-
agers in corporate America than as spiri-
tual role models and righteous resources. 

If you’ve embraced a false gospel,
you’ll hunt for Hellenized/Romanized
religious communities that can fulfill
any of the above-mentioned needs.

In contrast, when you’ve embraced the
true Gospel, none of the above will be
your motivation. You’ll recognize that
they’re a hindrance to your living in

union with the Father.

The sorry impact of false gospels isn’t
confined to congregational settings. The
majority of Hellenized/Romanized mis-
sion agencies continue to send mission-
aries to the same places generation after
generation. Why? Because they’ve failed
to raise up spiritual leadership from
among the indigenous people.

The true Gospel of Jesus enables His
followers to live spiritually powerful,

relationally intimate lives. But because
false gospels don’t yield the indwelling
Holy Spirit, mission agencies have to
“prop up” the people they serve year
after year after year.

A few years ago we were invited to
visit a reservation by an older Lakota
woman who had been studying the
Hebraic foundations, and was a follower
of Jesus. She took us to a school for
Native American children. 

The white missionary principal was
proud that he had quadrupled enroll-
ment during his relatively short tenure
at the school. We asked him how many
Native people had ever taught at the
school during its 75 years of existence.
“None,” he replied. I asked, “Don’t you
see a problem with that?” He didn’t. 

But as we left his office the elder
woman said to us, “You see the prob-
lem.” A year later God removed this man
from the school. For the very first time a
Native person became principal—the
elder woman who had invited us.

Satan is a deceiver. Wherever our
Father has shed the light of His love and
established Covenant with His chosen,
the Adversary will counterfeit that truth
with his own false gospels. For 12 years
at our seminars around the country
we’ve shared the Gospel that was
embraced by the earliest Church. We’ve
found that only 3 out of every 100 peo-
ple self-admittedly have a ratified-con-
summated relationship with our Father.

Most admit with regret that there is
no sign of the Spirit’s presence in their
lives. Someone told them they were
“saved” when they agreed with a few
Bible verses and “went forward.” 

Tragically, the majority shared one
issue in common that kept our Father
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from ratifying and consummating the
Covenant: unresolved bitterness. We’ll
deal with this issue more in Lesson 27.

Always be on guard against any 
counterfeit “good news.” 

There’s no way Satan wants you
indwelt by the Holy Spirit!

If you have the Spirit of Christ,
the presence of God dwells within you.

That makes all the difference, 
not only in this world, but for eternity.

Don’t be surprised that counterfeit
gospels have arisen! Even before the
Newer Testament came into existence,
false prophets and teachers under the
influence of Satan were going forth to
pervert God’s truth.

There were also false prophets among
the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you. They will secretly
introduce destructive heresies, even
denying the sovereign Lord who bought
them—bringing swift destruction on
themselves (2 Peter 2:1).

Note that even the first-century
Galatians who’d been discipled by Paul
face-to-face were warned to beware of a per-
verted gospel (see Galatians 1:8). Any so-
called “gospel” of today that differs materi-
ally from the Gospel understood by the
earliest followers of Jesus is a path to hell.

Satan is shrewd. He doesn’t care how
you don’t get to heaven, as long as you
don’t get there! Some people mistakenly
assume that God will excuse them at the
judgment throne for not knowing the true
Gospel. The Bible states otherwise.

As we’ve previously emphasized,
entering into Covenant with our Father is
first and foremost a heart issue. It’s a step
of yearning to live in union with Him, as

much a determination of your innermost
being as a faith issue. Covenanting with
our Father is never a mere cognitive act.
You don’t enter our Father’s Covenant
through your mind’s analysis.

Many of the false gospels ask you to
agree with a few Bible verses. Then some-
one ratifies you as “saved.” Generally
these verses are lifted solely from the
Newer Testament. No covenant relation-
ship is established, and definitely no
consummation. All you end up with is
human ratification but no Holy Spirit.

Most likely there was no requirement
for repentance, your resolve to turn away
from the sins that needed to be forgiven
and come to the Father through Jesus for
forgiveness and reconciliation. Thus, the
Holy Spirit did not enter to consummate
the Covenant because no covenant rela-
tionship existed. 

Yet, others will assume you’re a
“Christian” because you publicly repeat-
ed a prayer fed to you by another person.
Deluded, you won’t be welcomed into
heaven without the Spirit: “And if anyone
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does
not belong to Christ” (Romans 8:9).

Human ratification is occurring in this
country in epidemic proportions. The
false gospels of today banner “getting
you saved” or offer “fire” insurance. How
far short they fall of our Father’s goal of
intimate relational union! 

Let’s put a false, “cognitive” gospel in
the context of a marriage analogy. A
cognitive gospel parallels someone
offering Sue and me before we ever met
a list of personality characteristics
about each other. Both of us liked
what we read and, as a result of our
positive response to the character
qualities, we’re told, “You and Sue are
married!” Still, we haven’t met, we
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have no viable relationship, and have
definitely experienced no consumma-
tion. But we’re assured by others,
“You’re married!” I know about her
and she knows about me, but sadly,
we don’t know each other. It’s impossi-
ble to live in covenant union this way.

This is the same foolishness of false
gospels. They require nothing more than
cognitive assent to Bible facts but bypass
the intimacy and devotion of a covenant
union with our Father in Jesus.

Based on what you’ve read so far, how
would you differentiate between a cognitive
“getting saved” gospel and a “covenant union
with our Lord” Gospel?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

What type of gospel depicts the one you
currently believe? Do you need to make a
change?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Is your life with our Lord relational and
interactive? Yes or no? If not, why not?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
_____________________________________

THE FATHER AND JESUS
Part 2. Discerning the True Gospel 
from False Ones: 
The True Gospel —
Justification + Sanctification = Salvation

“ So, since we have come to be 
considered righteous [justified] by God
because of our trust, let us continue to

have peace with God through 
our Lord, Yeshua the Messiah...
so that the Gentiles may be an 
acceptable offering, made holy 
[sanctified] by the Holy Spirit” 

(Romans 5:1; 15:16,CJB).

Salvation was understood by the earli-
est followers of Jesus to occur at the end of
the pilgrimage on earth. For those who
endure to the end in faithful, obedient
trust our Lord offers the precious promise
of acceptance into His presence:

• Because lawlessness is increased, most
people’s love will grow cold. But the one who
endures to the end, he shall be saved
(Matthew 24:12,13). 

• He who overcomes shall thus be
clothed in white garments; and I will not
erase his name from the book of life, and I
will confess his name before My Father,
and before His angels (Revelation 3:5). 

This is the moment of salvation! To
keep your name in the Lamb’s Book of
Life until the moment you leave this
earth calls for two essential elements.

Justification—placing your trust in, and
continuing to trust in, the shed blood of
Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins.

Sanctification—the lifelong heart cir-
cumcision that enables you to be con-
formed to the image of Jesus Christ.
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Your spiritual pilgrimage as a follower
of Jesus:

• Begins with Justification, your
Spiritual Rebirth;

• Continues in a lifelong process of
Sanctification;

• Culminates ultimately in Salvation
before the Throne on high.

Anchor this truth for yourself: 
The true Gospel is a pilgrimage up to 
the moment of salvation when you

appear before the Lord. 

Let’s relate this concept to the cove-
nant of marriage. Justification is the day
you get married, while sanctification is
living out your marriage. Marriage must
be worked out together until the cove-
nant ends when death parts you.

Justification frees us from the death
penalty which our sins deserve: “Since we
have now been justified by His blood, how
much more shall we be saved from God's
wrath through Him!” (Romans 5:9). Jesus
paid the price on our behalf. Accepting
the atoning work of His death justifies us
before our Father and reconciles us to Him.

As we’ve shared, many false gospels
erroneously contend that justification by
itself is salvation. But these gospels leave
out other verses which pertain to our sal-
vation pilgrimage, the aspect of our faith
that is sanctification. 

In its fullest sense, sanctification may
be described as:

A lifelong process of your character
and motivation being changed. 

God brings you to many “altar experi-
ences” in which you can offer your 

old sin nature to Jesus, the Heart
Circumciser. With each death to your

old sin nature, you experience
increased conformity to Jesus.

Our brothers and sisters who are
being persecuted around the world for
Jesus understand this truth far better
than those in western Christendom do:
“All men will hate you because of me, but
he who stands firm to the end will be
saved” (Matthew 10:22).

Do you want to spiritually safeguard
your journey with Jesus so that you’ll
endure to the end?
• Always be prepared to cooperate with

the Holy Spirit in that which He
desires to circumcise in you. 

• And, be diligent in putting His Word
into practice. In this way you can dis-
cern error and avoid deception.

Consider the pilgrimage to salvation
elements which are captured in the pas-
sages below:

Therefore, my beloved friends, as you
have always obeyed—not only in my
presence, but now much more in my
absence—continue to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling, for
it is God who works in you to will and
to act according to His good purpose
(Philippians 2:12,13).

Your obedient trust in the God you both
love and fear binds you to Him through the
Spirit of Christ. Note that your pilgrimage
to salvation is worked out with others as a
continuing process. “Your salvation” is plural,
indicating that we need to help one anoth-
er in the changes God wants to make in us. 

Next, Paul stresses the element of
“fear and trembling”—that’s how serious-
ly our Lord wants you take the sanctifica-
tion part of your journey to salvation.
Finally, our day-to-day challenges have
been designed by our Father as your
opportunity to cooperate with the Holy

Produced by Restoration Ministries International • A Gift-supported ministry (1 Cor. 9:11)
• www.restorationministries.org • e-mail: mikedowg@aol.com5



Spirit as He works in you according to His
will and purpose for your journey.

Now “the Lord” in this text means the
Spirit. And where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom. So all of us, with faces
unveiled, see as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord; and we are being changed into his
very image, from one degree of glory to the
next, by the Lord, the Spirit (2 Corin-
thians 3:17,18, JNT).

Our Father has designed that through
His indwelling Spirit your free will not be
enslaved any longer to sin. As you will-
ingly yield to His work in you, you’ll
encounter difficult situations and indi-
viduals. Yet, as you respond in the Spirit’s
power, you’ll be strengthened and
encouraged to recognize the change from
how you used to react!

So far as your former way of life is con-
cerned, you must strip off your old
nature, because your old nature is thor-
oughly rotted by its deceptive desires;
and you must let your spirits and minds
keep being renewed, and clothe your-
selves with the new nature created to be
godly, which expresses itself in the right-
eousness and holiness that flow from
the truth (Ephesians 4:22-24, JNT).

The more you become transformed
into Christ-likeness by choosing to cast
off the desires of your old nature, the
more you’ll be renewed in godly ways of
life to fulfill His purposes for you. His
continuing course for you encompasses
opportunities to walk in righteousness
and holiness—being set apart from the
world’s ways so that those who have yet
to believe will see the difference. 

This is our Lord’s ongoing commission
for His ever-transforming people to under-

take with serious focus until we stand
before His Throne and are acknowledged
as His.

What is your understanding of justifica-
tion and sanctification? Is yours different than
the one we articulated? If so, in what way?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Has the truth of justification + sanctifica-
tion = salvation changed your understanding
of the nature of the Gospel? Yes or no? If yes,
describe what has changed.
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

THE FATHER AND JESUS
Part 2. Discerning the True Gospel 
from False Ones: The True Gospel —
Sanctification, A Lifetime of Putting
Things on God’s Altar

“When they reached the place God had
told him about, Abraham built an

altar there and arranged the wood on
it. He bound his son Isaac and laid

him on the altar, on top of the wood”
(Genesis 22:9).

This bears repeating because it’s key:
Sanctification is the part of your pilgrim-
age to salvation in which you are changed
into increasing Christ-likeness. In Lesson
24 we discussed heart circumcision.
Sanctification is heart circumcision.
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Sanctification, however, is one of the
least addressed and most avoided facets
of our faith journey. That’s not surpris-
ing, given the number of false gospels
that declare Justification = Salvation. 

In light of that error, the sanctification
process is optional at best to the majority
who call themselves “Christian”. The
powerless, worldly image of Christen-
dom in the U.S. has proven the tragic fruit
of disregarding the call for ever-increasing
transformation: The values and lifestyles
of those who call themselves “Christian”
are no different than those of people who
make no such claim. Keep in mind: 

Sanctification is a crucial part 
of your pilgrimage to salvation.

Without the sanctifying work of the
indwelling Spirit, you’ll miss 

the welcome of salvation.

Ignorance of that which God purpos-
es to accomplish through sanctification
has left many “Christians” frustrated and
angry. Many felt they were promised a
rose garden by becoming a “Christian”;
instead, their lives have been pierced by
thorns. Tragically, many have forsaken
the faith and given up the pilgrimage to
salvation.

From the biblical perspective of our
Hebraic forefathers, your faith is evi-
denced by your actions. The actions you
take based on your trust in Jesus are actu-
ally life choices and decisions. Some of
these choices call for you to place on
God’s altar the things you once held dear.

Faith in action equals choices; in
other words, a life of obedient trust. In
this light let’s define sanctification again:

Sanctification can be understood as
the action you take in obedient trust

to die to something by offering it 
on God’s altar.

That to which you died is replaced by
Christ-like character and motivation.

Conforming to Jesus requires you 
to sacrifice all facets of your 

old (sin) nature in obedient trust 
of His Spirit at work in you.

Our spiritual forefather in the Hebraic
restoration, Abraham, has set a pattern
of obedient trust for us to emulate. We
can learn much about sanctification by
examining his life responses. 

First, God chose him to forsake all that
was familiar and set out on a journey to an
unknown land. Abraham had no idea how
long this trip would take, but his God
did—and he believed Him: “The LORD had
said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your peo-
ple and your father’s household and go to the
land I will show you’” (Genesis 12:1).

Right from the start the Patriarch had
to give up something in order to take hold
of God’s promise. And, what did God
promise him? 

I will make you into a great nation and
I will bless you; I will make your name
great, and you will be a blessing. I will
bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and all peoples
on earth will be blessed through you
(Genesis 12:2,3).

His entire journey would be an
opportunity to trust the God Who prom-
ised to bless him, and to discover what
those blessings looked like. 

When Abraham and his nephew Lot
had settled in Canaan, their combined
flocks and herds proved too much for the
land to sustain. Abraham again trusted
His Lord, this time to show him where to
live in the land. He even offered Lot first
choice of where he wanted to settle.
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Lot looked up and saw that the whole
plain of the Jordan was well watered, like
the garden of the LORD, like the land of
Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the
LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) So
Lot chose for himself the whole plain of
the Jordan and set out toward the east. The
two men parted company (Genesis
13:10,11).

Lot relied on his own rationalization
by trusting in what his eyes saw rather
than calling upon God for His plan. Do
you remember God’s appraisal of where
Lot chose to live? “Now the men of Sodom
were wicked and were sinning greatly
against the LORD” (Genesis 13:13). 

The consequences of self-reliance
were harsh. When Sodom was destroyed,
Lot’s wife died and his two daughters
committed incest with their father. The
fruit of that incest continues to plague
Israel to this day with animosity and hos-
tility: modern-day Jordan and Syria.

[For more on the sin nature that lies
behind human rationalization, see
Lifebyte 24: What’s The PROBLEM?]

Abraham’s trust in His Lord over
where he should live was amply reward-
ed with an everlasting bequest. He was
also promised a blessing that required
the childless man to trust in ways that
would stretch the staunchest of us:

The LORD said to Abram after Lot had
parted from him, “Lift up your eyes from
where you are and look north and south,
east and west. All the land that you
see I will give to you and your off-
spring forever. I will make your off-
spring like the dust of the earth, so
that if anyone could count the dust, then
your offspring could be counted
(Genesis 13:14-16).

During Lot’s sojourn in Sodom the
city was conquered and Lot taken cap-
tive. When Abraham heard his nephew
had been seized, he responded with
righteous courage. Calling upon the 318
trained men born in his household, this
man of faith set out to free him. Because
He trusted God, the victory was his. 

The king of Sodom wanted to reward
Abraham, but the faithful man walked in
the humility of knowing from Whom his
triumph had come. No way would he
accept spoil from a heathen monarch
and rob God of the glory due only Him!
Abraham declared,

‘I have raised my hand to the LORD,
God Most High, Creator of heaven
and earth, and have taken an oath that
I will accept nothing belonging to you,
not even a thread or the thong of a sandal,
so that you will never be able to say, ‘I
made Abram rich’ (Genesis 14:22,23).

The Patriarch was willing to sacrifice
the king’s riches because he trusted the
God who affirmed His blessing through
His faithful priest: 

Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine. He was priest of God
Most High, and he blessed Abram, say-
ing, “Blessed be Abram by God Most
High, Creator of heaven and earth. And
blessed be God Most High, who deliv-
ered your enemies into your hand.” Then
Abram gave him a tenth of everything
(Genesis 14:18-20).

Melchizedek, whose name means
“King of Righteousness”, was the priest
with whom the Book of Hebrews com-
pares with Jesus, our eternal High Priest.
Foreshadowing the Last Supper celebra-
tion of the Passover, Melchizedek gave to
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Abraham some bread and wine as a “First
Supper”. Then he blessed the man who
had received such great promises from
the God they both served. Stirred by God,
Abraham handed to the priest a tenth of
that which God had blessed him—no
doubt a substantial amount!

Perhaps none of these responses of
obedient trust strike you as unusual. This
next altar experience, however, strikes the
heart of anyone who is a parent. Abraham
was commanded by God to take his son
Isaac, the son of God’s promise, to Mount
Moriah and sacrifice him there.

Abraham was a man just like us, with
overwhelming love for his boy. Yet he
had a trust that knew only obedience, for
he realized that the God Who brought
the boy into being could also restore him
from the grave. Just as the knife was
about to descend on his son’s chest,
Abraham was halted by His Lord. A ram
provided by God became the acceptable
substitute.

Listen to God’s evaluation of Abra-
ham’s motivation and trust: “Now I
know that you fear God, because you
have not withheld from Me your son, your
only son” (Genesis 22:12;). In our Lord’s
sight, Abraham’s obedience proved his
fear of God—and God considered that
fear noteworthy enough to commend it.
(Philippians 2:12,13 reminds us of the
vital element of holy fear of our God.)

What was God accomplishing in the
life of our spiritual ancestor? And why is
this pattern of obedient trust significant
to us as followers of Jesus today? 

Because He does the same thing to all
His children to perfect their trust-based
relationship with Him. The same lessons
that deepened Abraham’s trust are being
offered by God to us. Will our holy fear of
Him incite the same level of obedience? 

In this Hellenized, psychologically-
sensitive Christian culture, the fear of
God is minimized or discounted all
together. The popular mantra resounds:
“Our God is all love; it’s wrong to fear
Him.” But from God’s vantage point,
holy fear of Him helps deter us from sin-
ning: “An oracle is within my heart con-
cerning the sinfulness of the wicked: There
is no fear of God before his eyes” (Psalms
36:1; see also Romans 3:18). 

Holy fear of our awesome God is a
critical feature if we’re going to cooper-
ate with Him in our sanctification.
Consider this commendation for our
spiritual ancestor because of his unfail-
ing trust which produced obedience:

Wasn’t Avraham our father declared
righteous because of actions when he
offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You
see that his faith worked with his
actions; by the actions the faith was
made complete (James 2:21,22,CJB).

Abraham’s obedience at the potential
cost of losing his beloved son had great
merit in God’s sight. The man who was
called “God’s friend” (James 2:23) was
declared “righteous”.

Keep in mind that our Father is restor-
ing Hebraic foundations which go all the
way back to the Hebrew, Abraham. The
process of sanctification in our pilgrim-
age to salvation will always require deci-
sions of obedience, some perhaps as
painful as Abraham’s. Our love for God is
proven by our actions. Through choices
that reflect our trust-based fear of God
we walk the path of righteousness.

The life actualities in which you must
make a choice are your own “altar expe-
riences”. God brings you to a point of
trust-based action in which He calls you
to put something “on the altar.” 
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Your caring Father, jealous for a love
relationship with you, will not entertain
anything that competes with your
Covenant union with Him. From God’s
perspective, whatever you are devoted to
or cherish more than you do Him is an
idol. His warning is unmistakable: “You
shall not make for yourself an idol in
the form of anything in heaven above or
on the earth beneath or in the waters below”
(Exodus 20:4).

Most who call themselves “Christian”
would never think they’re idolatrous.
They don’t have graven images around
the house to which they bow down. But
the Older Testament offers keen insight
into what God considers idolatry. As
we’ve mentioned before, God’s interac-
tion with Israel serves as an example and
warning to us today.

In Ezekiel, chapter 14, the elders of
Israel approach the prophet for guidance.
Through Ezekiel God utters a stern rebuke
in this lengthy but pointed passage:

Son of man, these men have set up
idols in their hearts and put wicked
stumbling blocks before their faces.
Should I let them inquire of Me at all? 

Therefore speak to them and tell
them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD
says: When any Israelite sets up idols in
his heart and puts a wicked stumbling
block before his face and then goes to a
prophet, I the LORD will answer him
Myself in keeping with his great idol-
atry. I will do this to recapture the
hearts of the people of Israel, who have
all deserted Me for their idols.’ 

¶Therefore say to the house of Israel,
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:
Repent! Turn from your idols and
renounce all your detestable practices!
When any Israelite or any alien living in
Israel separates himself from Me and

sets up idols in his heart and puts a
wicked stumbling block before his face
and then goes to a prophet to inquire
of Me, I the LORD will answer him
Myself. I will set My face against that
man and make him an example and
a byword. I will cut him off from My
people. Then you will know that I am
the LORD” (Ezekiel 14:3-8).

Can you hear the pain of God’s heart
as He speaks through His prophet? These
people are going through religious
motions but their hearts have turned to
other loves. They have separated them-
selves from His ways and His commands,
choosing instead to focus on that which
gratifies their mind, will and emotions.

Many, who call themselves “Christian”,
have idols in their heart as well which sep-
arate them from wholehearted devotion to
God. Heart idols aren’t based on what you
have. Rather, your emotional attachment and
motivation for having them is what God
declares as idolatrous.

It’s not enough that you acknowledge
that some things in your life take prece-
dence over God. He demands repentance—
turning away without regret or longing for
that which you’ve valued above Him, and
being restored in fellowship with Him.

Notice that people who have idols in
their heart still think that they’ll receive
an encouraging word from the Lord.
They may ask those with prophetic gift-
ing for “a word” in the hope that God
will excuse their adulterous hearts. But
God says He’ll chastise that person
Himself! And, He deals severely with
those who hang onto their heart idols
because He wants holy fear to fall upon
others who have idols as well.

This isn’t just an Older Testament
issue. The writer to the Hebrews warns us
of severe consequences to those who
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practice a form of religion but whose
hearts are in rebellious defiance of God’s
ways and His Person:

For if we deliberately continue to sin
after receiving the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for
sins, but only the terrifying prospect of
Judgment, of raging fire that will con-
sume the enemies... How much more
severely do you think a man deserves to
be punished who has trampled the Son
of God under foot, who has treated as
an unholy thing the blood of the
covenant that sanctified him, and
who has insulted the Spirit of grace?
For we know Him who said, ‘It is Mine to
avenge; I will repay,’ and again, ‘The
Lord will judge His people.’ It is a dread-
ful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God (Hebrews 10:26-31).

The writer is referring to those who
have understood the truth of the Gospel
and been set apart for God to transform,
but have turned away in unremitting unre-
pentance. No human can help them at
this point; only God can deal with them.

We don’t want any of you who are
going through these Lessons to forsake
your faith pilgrimage by hardening your-
self to God’s sanctification process. He
loves His children so much that He wants
to transform them into His Son’s charac-
ter, but He tolerates no other “lovers”
along the way. John warns us with these
simple words, “Dear children, keep your-
selves from idols” (1 John 5:21).

Let’s put this together for you:
Hellenized Christendom vicariously

makes people feel good about their
Christianity through an over-emphasis
on “Bible knowledge”. There’s no short-
age of organized Bible studies in this

nation. Yet, the vast majority ignore the
Hebraic reality that what God reveals in
His Word is meant to be put into action.

The platform of hearing biblical
truths without accountability among those
who are alongside to journey with you
produces knowledge that never migrates
to your heart to be applied. Hellenized
Christendom is characterized more by
people quoting Bible verses than by
those who put them into practice. 

As we mentioned earlier, sanctifica-
tion is dependent on faith in action
whereby you must make choices. Jesus
emphasizes the distinction between
those who hear for knowledge sake but
continue in self-reliance, and those who
hear for life application and walk in true
wisdom:

• “Therefore everyone who hears these
words of mine and puts them into prac-
tice is like a wise man who built his house
on the rock.” 

• “But everyone who hears these words
of mine and does not put them into prac-
tice is like a foolish man who built his house
on sand” (Matthew 7:24, 26).

If you put God’s Word into practice,
you’ll mature in spirit as you make choic-
es that affirm your love-grounded, trust-
ing fear of God. Many of these choices
will be altar experiences as your personal
idols are sacrificed on God’s altar. And
with each sacrifice you make in your
heart as His Spirit prompts you, you’ll
reflect increasing conformity to the char-
acter of Jesus.

People who are engrained in
Hellenized Christianity find it difficult
or even impossible to deal with God’s
altar experiences. Why? Because sacrific-
ing to God that which He has revealed to

Produced by Restoration Ministries International • A Gift-supported ministry (1 Cor. 9:11)
• www.restorationministries.org • e-mail: mikedowg@aol.com11



be an idol is painful, and nothing in their
quest for Bible knowledge through
organized programs has called them
place anything on God’s altar. 

We’ve observed that the later in life
someone leaves Hellenized Christendom
to embrace the true Gospel and the
Hebraic foundations, the more painful
the altar experiences of sanctification are
for him. In His faithfulness to His Word,
our Lord the Circumciser has a lot of
transformation to do before that person
arrives at the Judgment Throne!

Cast Down the Idols of Your Heart
Sanctification is our Lord’s way to

draw you into greater intimacy and obe-
dient trust in your Covenant with Him.
To accomplish this promised goal, all
throughout your journey to salvation
He’ll bring you to experiences and deci-
sion points during which He’ll call you to
sacrifice an idol of your heart on His altar.
What are your heart idols?

These are the possessions, 
ambitions and goals to which, 

as you lived in the world 
according to the world’s standard,

you grew emotionally attached.
Now, as a follower of Jesus, these
cherished entities may be idols.

The Apostle John recognizes the attrac-
tion of that which appeals to our fleshly
desires and worldly ambitions. He also
warns that your heart can’t entertain two
lovers. You have to choose: You love either
God or you love what intrigues the world.

Do not love the world or anything in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For every-
thing in the world—the cravings of sin-
ful man, the lust of his eyes and the
boasting of what he has and does—

comes not from the Father but from the
world. The world and its desires pass
away, but the man who does the will of
God lives forever (1 John 2:15-17).

To the idols of your heart you attach
cravings that feed your sin nature. You lust
after or covet what others have, whether
tangible items like a fine house or intan-
gibles such as prestige or recognition.
Nagging dissatisfaction gnaws at your
soul, keeping contentment at bay.

Just as Abraham modeled for us right-
eous obedient trust, so too can we learn
from the example of rebellious, disobedi-
ent self-reliance embodied in the “first
son”, Cain. He put what he wanted to on
God’s altar, not what God wanted.

The consequences of willful sin in the
Garden by Adam and Eve came down on
the heads of their children. Sin nature is
insidious. It can crouch hidden behind
outward acts of obedience, but eventual-
ly emerge in undeniable control (see
Genesis 4:7).

We know from Scripture that Cain’s
younger brother had a proven track
record of esteeming God and following
His ways. The Lord must have made
known the only kind of sacrificial offer-
ing that was acceptable because Abel was
willing to obey! He laid on God’s altar
that which God had determined to be
offered.

By faith Abel offered God a better sacri-
fice than Cain did. By faith he was com-
mended as a righteous man, when God
spoke well of his offerings. And by
faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead (Hebrews 11:4).

When God spoke well of Abel’s offer-
ings, the sin nature of Cain flared into
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jealousy! Rather than mastering the
temptation to sin and repenting before
God, Cain walked in the steps of his
rebellious parents. The “idol of his heart”
was self-will: Ignoring God’s explicit
instruction for sacrifice, Cain chose to do
it his way. In effect, he was daring God to
counter his self-determination; he want-
ed to be like God. The idol of his heart led
to a flood of evil: jealousy, deception,
murder, lying. 

And the consequence of his idol’s con-
trol? A curse. Separation from God.
Banishment from his family. Generational
sin through which his descendent Lamech
murdered and then boasted about it.

The Apostle whose Gospel and epis-
tles relate how well He knew the heart of
Jesus warns us against giving way to the
deceits of our heart which propel our sin
nature into action. Willful disobedience
pleases Satan, not God.

Do not be like Cain, who belonged to
the evil one and murdered his brother.
And why did he murder him? Because his
own actions were evil and his broth-
er’s were righteous (1 John 3:12).

Prideful arrogance stirs you to boast,
focusing the attention of others onto
yourself. Even the self-exaltation of quot-
ing Bible verses you haven’t put into prac-
tice can be idolatry.

Jesus warned the people of His day
about the spiritual blindness that intel-
lectual self-puffery induces:

You diligently study the Scriptures
[Hebrew Bible] because you think that by
them you possess eternal life. These are
the Scriptures that testify about Me,
yet you refuse to come to Me to have
life (John 5:39,40). 

Picture our Lord Jesus speaking to
you: “You increase your Bible knowl-
edge, but you refuse to be sanctified by
putting my Word into practice and plac-
ing your idols on My altar.”

Be alert for idols in your heart! They’re
easy to spot. A sure clue we’ve found over
the years is this:

Whatever a person habitually 
brings up first or talks about the most

is often an idol.
When a person asks you for help, the

area they keep you away from
is an idol in their heart.

Watch for idols to which you, your
family and those in close fellowship as
extended spiritual family cling. Pay
attention to what’s habitually brought
up first, and what is talked about the
most. Recognize the level of emotional
attachment to the topic. If it competes
with the emotional devotion deserved
by God, it’s an idol.

If you ever try to help someone who
has an idol in their heart, you’ll find
they deflect you away from whatever
they idolize. It’s as though they’re saying
to you and to God, “Help me with my
problem, but don’t touch my idols.” In
time you’ll discover that as you anguish
to help them, you’ll face a series of dead
ends. 

Another way to to recognize idols in
someone’s heart is this.
Each time they come to you for help,

it’s like you’re starting at first base 
all over again with them.

A person hiding an idol will often
seem very repentant, overcome by tears
and crying out to God about their prob-
lem. But that display of sorrow is part of
their deception to keep you away from
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discerning and confronting the idols
they’re entertaining. 

If you observe idolaters over time,
you’ll realize they aren’t really repentant
because there’s no lasting change. Remorse
is not true repentance. True repentance
requires not only turning away from sin,
but turning to God and living His way.
John the Baptizer told us how we could
recognize the truly repentant: They
would produce fruit in keeping with
their repentance (Matthew 3:8).

A person who hides idols in his heart
is determined to hang onto those idols,
even if it means deceiving those close to
him. If you recall the the Ezekiel 14 pas-
sage we cited, even a prophet can get
enticed into trying to help. 

Since idols of the heart are wrapped
around motives rather than what others can
see, only God can deal with that individual
to turn him from sinful idolatry. As Paul
notes, “[God] will bring to light what is hid-
den in darkness and will expose the motives
of men’s hearts” (1 Corinthians 4:5).

Hannah Hurnard’s classic, Hinds’ Feet
On High Places, wonderfully illustrates
the issues of pilgrimage and altar experi-
ences. In this allegory the Shepherd of
the mountains invites beleaguered little
Much-Afraid to leave the Valley of the
Fearings and journey to the High Places.
Accompanied by the Shepherd’s servants,
Sorrow and Suffering, she encounters
altar experiences all along the way.

Ultimately Much-Afraid reaches the
High Places of spiritual freedom. Trans-
formed through her growth in loving
obedient trust, she’s given a new name,
“Grace and Glory”.
[If you’d like clarity on sanctification
and altar experiences, we strongly urge
you to purchase Hinds’ Feet On High
Places and use our free study guide enti-

tled Going To The High Places. The
series of lessons are designed to help you
understand pilgrimage and transforma-
tion. It’s a free download at our website;
access the lessons by clicking on “High
Places” in the menu bar.]

God has brought us to many altar
experiences in our 29 years of following
Him. We’ve left jobs, homes, family and
a host of other things that hindered our
pilgrimage of transformation. With each
altar experience, we were changed as
intimacy with our Lord matured and our
dependence on Him increased. May you
find similar delicious fruit at each of
your own altar experiences!

Yet, we want you to know that idols
can sneak into your heart over time. We
administrated a retreat center for 11
years. For the first 9 of those years I
[Mike] lived as a steward of God, serving
others through counseling and teaching.
But then my motivation and attitude
changed; I began to feel more like an
“owner” than a steward.

Finally, our Lord uprooted us and
took us to Israel, a painful step I didn’t
understand at first. But then an older
prophetic friend took me aside to con-
front me: “Even a place can become an
idol.” The retreat center had lodged itself
as an idol in my heart, and our Father
loved me too much to let that idol vie
with His Spirit.

In light of places becoming idols,
consider for a moment a facet of church-
planting that can become idolatrous.
Walking as God’s steward and investing
your life in the lives of those who yield
to the Spirit’s wooing to become follow-
ers of Jesus is exhilarating. But if disci-
pling doesn’t produce indigenous leaders,
then the believers will trust the mission-
ary they can see more than the Lord they
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can’t see. The church-planter becomes
an idol to his disciples, and begins to see
himself as indispensible!

Thus we can see more clearly the rea-
son underlying the biblical pattern for
the earliest Church evangelists. They
shared the Gospel, started a faith com-
munity, appointed elders from the most
spiritually mature in the Body, then
moved on. If they’d stayed, the potential
for idolizing their own position would
set in. By sending the evangelist on to
his next assignment, our loving Father
safeguarded him from creating an idol in
his heart and taking prideful ownership
of the service to which he’d been called.

The temptation for ownership lurks
for today’s clergy who start a faith com-
munity. Most of them end up either hav-
ing to leave or fragmenting the congre-
gation over time because they’ve idol-
ized their own efforts. Just as He did with
us at the retreat center, God has to
remove them to restore their first and
only love. That in itself can be an altar
experience!

No Comparisons Allowed!
One other critical feature of sanctifi-

cation and putting idols on the altar
needs to be addressed: Don’t compare
yourself to others.

Our Lord forewarned the Apostle
Peter of an upcoming altar experience
that was His sovereign doing—Satan had
to receive God’s permission to sift the
disciple. Jesus realized that Peter’s
remorse over his denial might consume
the man. By recalling His Lord’s warning,
Peter could repent and reach out to help
the other disciples.

Simon, Simon, listen! The Adversary
demanded to have you people for him-
self, to sift you like wheat! But I

prayed for you, Simon, that your trust
might not fail. And you, once you have
turned back in repentance, strengthen
your brothers! (Luke 22:31,32,CJB). 

Peter was able to heed His Lord’s
advice and not give way to the regret that
led to Judas’ self-annihilation. The resur-
rected Jesus talked with Peter on Galilee’s
shores as the Apostle reaffirmed his love
and devotion to his Lord. 

Then Jesus revealed to Peter how his
life would end. Perhaps fearful that he
was going to have to pay a higher cost to
remain faithful than John would, he
went “horizontal”.

Peter turned and saw the disciple Jesus
especially loved following behind... On see-
ing him, Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, what
about him?’ Jesus said to him, “If I want
him to stay on until I come, what is it to
you? You, follow me! (John 21:20-22).

Our Father has custom-designed the
different altar experiences each of us
needs in order to grow in conformity to
the character of Jesus. If you look hori-
zontally and compare yourself with oth-
ers, you’ll hinder your own progress.
Look up to Jesus for our Father’s stan-
dard—don’t look sideways!

We want to conclude this section with
a reminder:

If you don’t fully embrace our Lord’s
sanctification process for your life, you’ll
never reach salvation’s haven. Don’t
compare with anyone else’s experience
what you’re going through in your sanc-
tification process and in His circumci-
sion of your heart.

Guard your attitude when you put
things on God’s altar. This step of obe-
dience is your act of humble repentance
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and agreement with our Lord that this
idol needs to be sacrificed. After that
idol is consumed, the Holy Spirit will
effect the changes in your motivation
and character that He wants to trans-
form based on the nature of what you
yielded.

Remember, your sanctification is the
process of increasing your conformity to
Jesus. Do you really think you know how
to change yourself? No, you don’t! Just
put those cherished idols on the altar and
let the Holy Spirit do His work in you.

If you resist God’s plan and hold onto
those heart idols, you’ll become a “self-
improver”. You’ll try to show God how
you can change yourself. And, there are
many “Christian” self-help books that
will show you just how you can do it. In
the end, however, it won’t be the charac-
ter of Jesus you reflect, but pride—the
same pride that led to the downfall of
Lucifer and Cain.

You’ll never grow in humble depend-
ence on God or in your trust in Him by
striving all the harder to “be a better
Christian”. Your futile efforts in self-
improvement displace the sanctification
work that only the Spirit of Christ can
accomplish.

Anchor these realities for yourself:
• The Holy Spirit will convict you about

the idols in your heart. 
• Don’t hesitate in offering them on God’s

altar. 
• By grace the Holy Spirit will effect the

necessary changes in your motives
and character.

• This is our Father’s loving means to
conform you to His Son, Jesus.

This question is going to take some seri-
ous reflection because you need to look for
idols in your own heart. What are you emo-

tionally attached to that may compete with
your devotion to our Lord Jesus? 

Examine those things that make you feel
good about yourself in a way that’s not due
to the Spirit’s transforming power. What do
you wrap your identity around as far as what
you do or what you have? Also, search your
heart for those things that you fear losing.
Please be very complete as you list these.
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Recount as many significant “altar experi-
ences” in your life as you can remember.
What did God want you to place on His altar?
Describe what you went through until that
cherished entity was truly sacrificed. How did
God bless you afterward for your obedient
trust? What changes in you did He make?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

If you’ve considered yourself a Christian
for several years and you couldn’t write
down any significant altar experiences, what
might our Lord be trying to tell you? Who do
you know who might be able to help you with
this assignment?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
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THE FATHER AND JESUS
Part 2. Discerning the True Gospel 
from False Ones: 
False Gospels: Justification = Salvation

“These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.”

(Matthew 15:8, apperceived from Isaiah 29:13)

The most common thread among the
counterfeit gospels of today is that justi-
fication is the same thing as salvation.
Perpetrators of these gospels contend
that salvation is guaranteed at the begin-
ning of your spiritual journey, at the
moment of conversion. This falsehood
nullifies the true Gospel as a pilgrimage of
increasing transformation in Christ-like-
ness and the faithful endurance until the
end which ultimately leads to salvation
before the Throne. 

The Gospel of the Covenant is reflected
in the union of the marriage covenant.
Incisively, those who embrace the false
“justification = salvation” gospel are
among those who populate the divorce
statistics in this nation.

This particular counterfeit gospel is
most prevalent in the “Bible Belt”. Is it
any wonder that the divorce rate (the
breaking of covenant) is 50% higher there
than in the rest of the U.S.? There’s a
grievous connection here. Suffice to say,
embracing a false gospel can also mean
that your marriage covenant is expend-
able as well.

When you hear phrases like, “Once
saved, always saved,” or, “You can lose
your salvation,” you’re encountering
arguments that have nothing to do with
the Gospel that the earliest Church
embraced. Such statements are the result
of the man-made gospels of the last three
hundred years. 

Think about it: You can’t lose what
you haven’t yet obtained! Salvation
comes at the end of your earthly pilgrim-
age at the Judgment Throne when your
name is proclaimed from the Lamb’s
Book of Life.

Reread the letter of First John for a
refresher on a life of continuing love that
keeps on obeying our Lord’s commands
in union with Him. The Jewish New
Testament translation by David Stern
does an excellent job of presenting the
ongoing sense of the original Greek verbs.
We encourage you to read that transla-
tion to better understand the Hebraic
mindset.

Another marriage analogy depicts
the nature of false gospels. A man
and a woman have a wedding.
Right after the ceremony he
leaves his wife. Five years later
you meet him and you ask, “Are
you married?” He responds, “Yes.”
When you ask where his wife is,
he answers, “Oh, I left her right
after the ceremony.”

Is the man married in the biblical sense
of covenant union? We asked this ques-
tion in the “Bible Belt” and were told,
“Yes! He’s just ‘backslidden.’”
(“Backslidden” describes those who are
going to smash into the wall next to the
narrow gate.) This response views both
salvation and marriage technically, not
relationally. In other words, the letter is
more important than the spirit of the mat-
ter.

• Letter—mentally agreeing with Bible
verses and being declared “saved”.

• Spirit—embracing a covenant rela-
tionship of life-long union in Jesus.
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Those who have embraced the true
Gospel and understand salvation as a pil-
grimage immediately respond to the
“married” question with an emphatic
“No!! The man’s intent never was to
enter a covenant relationship. Therefore
the marriage is void from God’s perspec-
tive.” 

Those who embrace false gospels and
are “ratified as Christian” by man
become inoculated to the true Gospel
covenant of spiritual union that endures
to the end. Their so-called “salvation” is
void already.

Based on what you understand so far,
describe the difference between a “saved-at-
conversion” gospel and a pilgrimage of lov-
ing endurance unto salvation before the
Throne.
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Think of your ongoing sanctification as
the “relational glue” with which the Spirit
binds you to our Father. Describe the inten-
sity of your heart union in Jesus. How did
that come about?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

THE FATHER AND JESUS
Part 2. Discerning the True Gospel 
from False Ones: 
The Older Testament Is THE Source for
the Gospel of Jesus

“Whoever trusts in Me as the Scripture
has said, streams of living water 

will flow from within him. 
By this He meant the Spirit, 

whom those who trusted in Him 
were later to receive. 

Up to that time the Spirit 
had not been given, 

since Jesus had not yet been glorified”
(John 7:38,39). 

The Bible stipulates one true Gospel
as the way to eternal life. Jesus spoke of
it to his Jewish listeners, above, during
the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem.
The “streams of living water” refer to the
undeniable evidence of the Holy Spirit’s
indwelling in the life of anyone who
puts his trust in Jesus. 

The only Scripture in existence when
Jesus spoke these words was the Hebrew
Bible, the Older Testament. If you want
to trust Jesus “as the Scripture has said,”
you must study the Hebrew Bible to dis-
cern the facets of the complete Gospel.

Being accepted by God the Father
through the sacrifice of Jesus was the cen-
tral issue in the early Church. The corner-
stone of the Gospel that is based on the
Hebrew Bible and understood by our
Hebraic forefathers was not man accepting
Jesus as his Savior, but that the Father
accepted the Lord Jesus as the only sacrifice
for sin out of His great love for mankind.

Christ fulfilled His Father’s reconcilia-
tion requirements on our behalf. Jesus’
payment was complete, and a new
Covenant was established through His
blood. 
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Veteran missionary Trevor McIlwain
puts it well: 

The resurrection of Jesus was our
Father’s sign that the sacrifice for our

sins had been accepted by Him. 
He was, and forever will be, satisfied. 
If Jesus hadn’t been raised from the
dead, our hope would be in vain. 
We would have no sign from our
Father that the sacrifice had been 

acceptable to Him and that 
a New Covenant had been established.

Over two hundred years before the
coming of Jesus, a number of what we
call the “Hebraic stream” of rabbis
began to teach that a person must expe-
rience a spiritual birth, a response to
God’s call on his life. These rabbis under-
stood the trust-filled relationship that
Abraham had with God. 

Conversion meant rebirth. Being
“born from above” was a shift from fol-
lowing the letter of the law to abiding in
loving obedience with our Father.

Being born again was the point at
which you shifted from religious practice
(or no practice!) and put your full trust
and reliance in living in union with God.
This teaching had been well-known in
Israel for some time. That’s why Jesus was
so surprised when Nicodemus professed
ignorance of spiritual birth: “Are you a
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not under-
stand this?” (John 3:10).

Religious leadership had made sure
that response to God was limited to the
confines of ritual form and prescribed
practice. A multitude of traditions had
been added on to Torah (God’s instruc-
tion) to further create boundaries. Only
from within these parameters could
someone approach God. 

Jesus, however, recognized that the
“fences of spiritual tradition” were in fact
separating the people from a relationship
of loving trust with His Father. He sound-
ly criticized the religious leaders whose
rigid perspective made them wholly
unteachable. Their religious bondage had
no room for the new wine of spiritual free-
dom in the Messiah.

No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on
an old garment. If he does, the new piece
will pull away from the old, making the
tear worse. And no one pours new wine
into old wineskins. If he does, the wine
will burst the skins, and both the wine
and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he
pours new wine into new wineskins
(Mark 2:21,22).

To be “born again” was to trust in
Jesus “as the Scripture has said”—with
the same loving obedience as Abraham
trusted. Trying to trust in Jesus while rely-
ing on religious tradition and ritual as the
means to please God rips both apart, ren-
dering them useless.

Our Lord admonished His Jewish
audience that they were missing the rec-
onciliation with God through Himself
which Torah had made clear:

You diligently study the Scriptures because
you think that by them you possess eternal
life. These are the Scriptures that testify
about me, yet you refuse to come to me
[as the Scriptures have said] to have life
(John 5:39,40).

Sadly, many who embrace any of the
false gospels of today feel far more com-
fortable and edified with religious
knowledge and forms than with a rela-
tionship with the PERSON who gives life.
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What do you think about the statement
that the true Gospel is our Father’s accept-
ance of Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin rather
than our response to it? How does this state-
ment differ from gospel presentations
you’ve heard in the past?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

The Hebrew prophets foretold Jesus’
coming as Messiah. What specific Older
Testament scripture passages are you aware
of that corroborate His fulfillment of these
prophecies?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

THE FATHER AND JESUS
Part 2. Discerning the True Gospel 
from False Ones: 
Our Father’s Covenant —
A Trust-filled Pilgrimage of Love 
(Not a life of rule-keeping!)

“Since you died with Christ to the
basic principles of this world, why, as
though you still belonged to it, do you

submit to its rules: ‘Do not handle! 
Do not taste! Do not touch!’? 

These are all destined to perish with
use, because they are based on human

commands and teachings. 
Such regulations indeed have an 

appearance of wisdom, with their self-
imposed worship, their false humility

and their harsh treatment of the body, 
but they lack any value in 

restraining sensual indulgence”
(Colossians 2:20-23).

This fact bears repeating: The early
Church understood salvation as a process
or pilgrimage. A pilgrimage has a begin-
ning and a desired end. 

Our goal as followers of Jesus 
is to ultimately be found faithful 

and to hear our names proclaimed 
to the hosts of heaven. 

No one can accomplish this 
without the indwelling Holy Spirit.

In the Hebrew Scriptures, God
expressed His heart’s desire for an ongo-
ing love relationship with the Israelites:

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the
LORD is one. Love the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength (Deuteronomy
6:4,5).

All of God’s interaction with His peo-
ple emanated out of love. In the Newer
Testament this is summed up in 1
Corinthians 13.

But many of the misguided Israelite
leaders in what we call the “Judaizing
Stream” perverted our Father’s desire
into a series of rules and obligations
designed to earn salvation only if pre-
cisely followed. 

These men, epitomized by many of
the Pharisees, cherished religious form
over relationship with God. Their struc-
ture of religious practice is known as
“legalistic perversion.” Unlike the trust-
filled obedience of their father Abraham
as he related to God, legalists focus on
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rule-keeping rather than the intimacy of
relational responsiveness.

Legalistic perversion is egotistical.
The individual believes in his heart, “I
can fulfill these requirements on my own.
I don’t need God’s intervention.” That
self-sufficiency is driven by pride.
Zechariah 4:6 tells us otherwise: “‘Not by
might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says
the LORD Almighty.”
[For more on legalistic perversion and
self-justification see our video or script:
Certain Of What We Do Not See;
Satan’s War Against Us (Part 3): Self-
justification and Lawlessness.]

How would you articulate the difference
between legalistic perversion and a life of
obedient trust that evidences the Spirit’s
work in you?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

What motivates your walk with our
Lord? What evidence in your life would con-
vince a jury that He lives in you?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Can you identify any boundary fences of
traditions or rituals from your past that may
have hindered you from pressing on in spiritu-
al freedom?
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

Place a check mark next to the indicator that best describes you.  
Discuss your answers with someone who knows you well.

COVENANT GOSPEL

___ Fully aware of your own sinful depravity
___ Sin grieves your heart
___ Ongoing desire for intimacy with our Father
___ Bible is a life-giving resource to glorify the Father
___ Ongoing heart change by the Holy Spirit
___ Living sacrificially for Jesus;
___ Others see dramatic difference in you from before
___Worship expressed from a cleansed, exuberant heart
___ Fellowship gathering spurs you on to greater courage
___ Prepared and eager to represent Jesus in the world
___ Confident of the Spirit’s indwelling
___ Life empowered by the Spirit

FALSE GOSPEL

___ I’m okay just as I am
___ Hardly conscious of sins
___ Father God barely considered, or no relationship at all
___ Bible studied for knowledge, not a way of life
___ Same motivations / no heart change 
___Avoid suffering, rejection at all cost; Jesus irrelevant
___ No substantial difference from world’s values
___Worship is self-pleasing; no regard for repentance
___ Service attendance epitomizes your religious expression
___Apathetic toward the salvation of others
___ No assurance of the Spirit’s presence
___ Religious life based on own efforts
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