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Introduction

Okay, let’s be honest. Deserts aren’t par-
ticularly scenic or appealing at first glance.
In fact, they can actually be life-threatening!
This is true in the spiritual deserts of our
lives as well. Our journey through this bar-
ren, arid and seemingly lifeless season is
necessary before we can climb upward to the
High Places. We are all carrying “excess bag-
gage” that’s going to hinder us in Christlike
character growth — and that’s gotta go!

Traveling down into the deserts in your life
often begins when you encounter unexpected
situations that take you by surprise. Unless it’s
a party, few people enjoy that which they’re
not prepared for. We are creatures of expecta -
tions and assumptions regarding our future.
But this can be detrimental to our willing
obedience to follow the Shepherd, especially
if our expectations don’t align with His

The Hindrance of False Expectation
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planned path for our lives. Taking that first
step onto the desert trail calls for victory in
the initial skirmish, that is, accepting Divine
alteration to our cherished plans.

Once you accept the change to your well-
thought out but false expectations, the
desert itself and the pyramid can send your
resolve fleeing. Your ego and independence
are assaulted as you're called to discover the
beauty of total submission to our Lord Jesus.
We trust, however, that you'll find out for
yourself that Egypt is not only needful but
good!
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When Sue and I were preparing to move
from Parks, Arizona last year, the Holy Spirit
stirred in Sue that we were “moving to
Egypt.” At first we perceived that the Lord
was hiding us away in a place that demonic
forces would never think to look:the
“Protestant Papacy”, Colorado Springs! Now
that we’ve lived here for 8 months, we can
see that this is also a period He's set aside for
further refinement in our lives.

We don't usually write about the difficult
experiences we go through. Many who live
in the Valley have never let themselves fol-
low Jesus into the desert, so they sometimes
misperceive our words. But perhaps as you
see how our Father has chosen to operate in
one particular arena of our lives, you'll be
encouraged by His faithfulness in all sorts of
situations facing your own life. For instance,
while we haven’t had a salary since
November 1982 and have little in the way of
savings, our Lord has gloriously provided for
our needs all these years.

Are we exceptional Christians because of
this testimony? No, not at all! This is how
He told us to live, the rhema for our lives,
not for everyone else’s. But people who live
in the Valley project how they’d feel under
these circumstances and get nervous for us.
They think we need money! No! Our Father
is our Provider, and very creative is He when
it comes to meeting needs according to His
riches in Glory.

Sometimes He responds by prompting
particular individuals to share in His work
through us. Their response encourages us
that someone believes in what we're doing!
Other times our Father shows His creative
side, almost like a Dad playing with His kids.
One time He indicated that we were to get
rid of our van, which had become impossi-
ble for Mike’s disabled Mom to get into. We
needed a low, 4-door sedan. At the same
time, we needed to reprint Demolishing
Strongholds. With $300 to our name, we
needed to come up with $23,000. As Sue and
I began to pray, our Lord prompted a busi-
nessman from Texas to call. He offered to
buy our 800 number because it spelled the
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name of His business!

A short while later a jeweler whom we’d
never met but who had corresponded with
us sold a large diamond at his store. Our
Lord impressed on him to send us the pro-
ceeds! Add to that a few other responses,
and within 2 months we had all the funds
our Father wanted us to have to fulfill His
purposes for us at that point in time!

We hope you're encouraged by His faith-
fulness in these accounts. You'll find that
you may have to return to the desert of
Egypt several times in your life for further
refinement. Our loving Lord needs to purge
some dross in you to be useful for His fur-
ther purposes in your life.

This is a pivotal chapter in your journey
to follow in the steps of Jesus. The key is the
total submission of your will to that of our
Lord’s if you want to hike out of the desert
as “Acceptance-with-Joy”.

Chapter 6
Detour Through the Desert

1. After meeting Pride...

Much-Afraid bore a painful limping
reminder of her encounter that entertained
cousin Pride’s thoughts and opinions.
Pride’s exaggerated view of himself had
cowed the fearful girl. She even began to
believe his deceptive lies about how she
should be treated by God.

Her growing apprehension in Pride’s pres-
ence almost convinced her that her own
unworthiness guaranteed failure in the jour-
ney. Then Pride overstepped his bounds by
maligning the promises of the King. That
spurred in her the memory of His love, and
drove her to cry out to her faithful Shepherd!

Happily, Much-Afraid’s companions
were steadfast in their resolve to press on
and faithful to offer her their strong arms for
encouragement. This time she was willing to
accept their help!

Like our frail traveler, you too need both
a companion for the journey as well the
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willingness to accept the Shepherd’s will to
continue onward. If you decide to put on
the old stiff upper lip and “hobble along
painfully” in joyless misery, you'll continue
to rise and fall according to your circum-
stances.

Much-Afraid had been called out from
the worldly Valley and chosen to serve our
loving Father’s purposes. Naively, she (and
we) thought that our walk with Jesus would
be a superhighway to heaven, bypassing the
inconvenient stoplights of temptation and
trial.

In truth, however, all we really know
about our journey is the point to which we
have now come, and the glorious home with
Jesus that we'll eventually reach. That in-
between period is fraught with traffic jams
that convince you you're running on empty
with flat tires!

But just as true as the promised destina-
tion is His faithfulness to never forsake us.
Our part in the faithfulness covenant is to
trust our beloved Shepherd and stop resist-
ing His will! More than that, we must coop-
erate with Him because He does love us and
He is sovereign! He is fully aware of every
rock and pothole along your way. Wrap the
hands of your heart around His loving
power to sustain and strengthen you so that
you can begin with Much-Afraid to make
“better progress.”

e Which past experiences are keeping you
“hobbling painfully” in joyless religious
practice because you're looking back over
your shoulder in fear of what others are
thinking about you?

* You know you've been called out and chosen
by our Father for this journey, but are you
finding joy conspicuously absent as you
begin this phase to the High Places? Are
you beginning to feel like a martyr, as
though no one around you understands?
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2. Then one day..., 3. She stopped dead...
Notice Much-Afraid’s response to her first
sight of the desert — “amazement and con-
sternation.” She was not only taken by sur-
prise that the path didn’t all lead to her
expected goal; she was also convinced that
the path would be downright hostile!

Relying on only what her eyes could see,
an endless expanse of desolation, Much-
Afraid recoiled. The only relief from the bar-
ren starkness were the ancient towering pyr-
amids — no comfort at all because of their
very strangeness.

Maybe that’s how you see your life situa-
tion right now. Changeless, hopeless, con-
vinced that it’s not about to get better any
time soon. Let me share a secret with you.
The desert really isn’t barren and lifeless!

Our Navajo friend James taught us a key
lesson three years ago when we first visited
him in Arizona. Accustomed to the lush
green trees and verdant pastures of New
England, we too recoiled when confronted
with intense dryness and brown jagged cliffs
of the Southwest.

One dawn James invited us to hike these
brown hills — and we were grateful it was
early so we could avoid the triple-digit heat!
To our amazement James pointed out almost
every step of the way fragile blossoms hiding
in the shade of rocks, and scampering desert
mammals, and tracks and scat of deer and
coyotes. It dawned on us that the desert was
literally teeming with life — life forms differ -
ent from that which we were used to!

We just needed the eyes of someone who
loved the desert to introduce us to a new
perspective of beauty. That which is unlove-
ly about your current circumstances may
not change. But the work of the Spirit in you
can change your perspective about your own
personal desert.

What appears to be bleak and desolate
may actually be a fertile field for your spirit
to deepen your dependence and trust in our
Father’s faithfulness. He may also be want-
ing to open your understanding to service to
Him that’s removed from what used to satis-

ty you.
3

That very special morning as we hiked
with James, he revealed that he knew that
our hearts were growing in love with his peo-
ple. He wanted to seal that love by “baptiz-
ing” us into the beloved land of the Navajo.
As he rubbed the red-brown soil onto our
arms, we realized that our Father was trans-
forming our preference for “green” to a
grateful appreciation for “brown” — because
both reflect His glorious fingerprints!

e Are you so caught up in your narrow per-
spective of false expectation that you can’t
see any beauty in the “rocks and sand” of
your life? Stop right now and ask the Spirit
to open your eyes of understanding to
thank Him for the beauty that is in the ashes
of your difficulties.

e What idols of “green trees and fertile fields”
are holding you back from receiving with joy
the desert His sovereign hand has planted
you in for now?

4. Much-Afraid looked to left...; 5. “I can’ t
go down there”...

How incapacitating fear is to moving
onward on your journey! Much-Afraid
incredulously viewed the unscalable walls as
a barrier to her progress, completely missing
the passability of the desert trail because she
didn’t want to go there! Her heart was set on
a worthy goal — reaching the High Places
with the Shepherd — but the time wasn'’t
right. Her spiritually immature heart wasn'’t
yet ready to fully serve the King.

Much-Afraid was still captivated by her
misperception of the High Places as instant
deliverance from her suffering and weak-
ness! She needed an alteration of under-
standing that the High Places are oneness in
love and trust with the Shepherd, a relation-
ship rather than a location. She also was
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being called to immediate willingness to
overcome any obstacle that would stand in
the way of pressing on in and with Him.

Your desert is part of your pathway to the
High Places. Plant that reality into your spirit
before you take another step! If you've been
bamboozled into believing that God's grace
means you should never suffer, or that you
must be “in sin” because your life is so hard —
cast down those lies right now! Our Father’s
grace means that He loves you so much that
He'’s willing to stretch you to enable you to be
conformed to the character of Jesus.

That crucial metamorphosis calls for you
to walk in His steps (1 Peter 2:21), the same
steps that plodded paths of exhaustion,
abandonment, and betrayal. The humanity
of Jesus could not have drunk that sorrowful
cup were it not for His absolute confidence
in His Father’s faithfulness to fulfill the joy
set before Him. But He knew the heart of His
Father and recognized that for this purpose
— the redemption and reconciliation of
mankind — He had become one of us.

Is your love for Jesus and your trust that
our Father is mightier than your circum-
stances enough for you to press on, even if
you can'’t see beyond the desert horizon of
your pain? Let’s look at a real life example.

Mike and I are blessed to be in a load-
bearing relationship with a dear younger
couple who are training up their children at
home to love and serve our Lord. Sometimes
the exhaustion of this responsibility over-
whelms the joyous privilege. We're grateful
that we are able to share with them the tes-
timony of His faithfulness to us in educating
our son at home for five years. Our stories
and those of others we’ve encountered help
them to see beyond the “sand and stones” to
discover streams in their desert.

Do their circumstances change after our
conversations? Generally not! But their per-
ception is altered so that the pyramids of life
which seem so foreboding become islands of
opportunity rather than another Everest to
scale. Look for those in your relational realm
who can be bolstered by your recounting His
faithful intervention!
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e What little jabs are plaguing your spirit that
you’ve perhaps strayed off your Shepherd’s
path because your life is so hard? Ask our
Father for the “wisdom that doesn’t find
reproach”, as James 1:5 promises, in order
to discern between the self-inflicted pain of
personal doubt and unbelief, and the refin-
ing fires designed to burn off dross.

* Recall previous paths in your life journey
that looked impossible to follow — but then
our Lord intervened mightily. What lessons
did you learn about His character and your
own that stirred you to praise Him when
the crisis was resolved?

6. She then lifted up...; 7. “Shepherd,” she
said despairingly...

Crying out to Jesus is universal to all of
His followers, whether we're motivated by
pain, by frustration or by despair. You can
count on His faithfulness to respond
because of His love for you, but it will always
be with His answer and not necessarily the
one you want to hear! As Paul assured the
struggling Philippian believers, “The Lord is
near”, as near as His Spirit in you!

Look at Much-Afraid’s phraseology refer-
ring to her companions, “the guides you
gave me.” Did you catch that accusatory
note of unacceptance and disownership?
That stubborn resistance echoes the older
brother of the prodigal son. Disclaiming any
relationship with his younger brother, the
angry brother confronts his father with arro-
gant accusations: “This son of yourscomes,
who squandered your property with prostitutes,
and for him you slaughter the fatted calf!”
(Luke 15:30).

The wise father gently but firmly rebukes
his prideful son by reaffirming their rela-
tional connectedness: “This brother of
yours...” (v. 32.).

Was the older brother accurate in his
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