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FULFILLING BIBLICAL PROPHECY:

[Sragl and the Jewish People Today

(From Chapter 13 of Restoring the Eary Church)

“This is what the Lord says...’Only if these decrees vanish
from my sight,’ declares the Lord, ‘will the descendants
of Israel ever cease to be a nation before me.’
This is what the Lord says: ‘Only if the heavens above
can be measured and the foundations of the earth below be searched out will
I reject all the descendants of Israel because of all they have done,’ declares the
Lord” (Jeremiah 31:35-37).

Obedient trust in God and the truth of His Word hinges on His utter reliability to keep
the promises He has made. The glorious riches of the New Testament are fulfillment of
the prophetic promises voiced in the Hebrew Scriptures. Thus followers of Christ have
security in the reality that the vows of God yet to be fulfilled will surely come to pass in
His timing.

Over a three-day period in Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit quickened in us the verses cited
in this chapter that pertain to Israel and the Jewish people. We also sensed specific cat-
egories for each verse to emphasize key promises to the Jewish people. Many of these
promises are being fulfilled before the world’s eyes. Now indeed is the time for a “Gentile
Awakening” among believers in the US churches!

Scarcely a day passes without news of Israel appearing in the media. How remark-
able from a purely secular viewpoint that such a tiny piece of real estate should consume
such public attention! Yet from a biblical point of view, God is exposing and tearing down
the walls that have divided Jews and Christians for centuries. In many Christian circles,
however, these dramatic events go unnoticed because they appear irrelevant. The Bible
indicates otherwise. This chapter emphasizes the importance of prophetic fulfillment of
these promises as they apply to your personal walk with Jesus.

Israel: What Is God Doing? Should It Mean Anything to Me?

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you
I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be
blessed through you” (Genesis 12:3).

The roots of Judaism and Christianity go back to our common father, Abraham.
Nineteen hundred years of ecclesiastical prejudice and ignorance concerning the
Hebraic roots of Christian faith have resulted in persecution of the Jews. For centuries
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the church has lacked the power and vitality of the first century Church as documented
so clearly in the Book of Acts. As a Hebraic understanding of God’s Word is being
restored, does God desire for the church today to bless the Jewish people? Will He not
fulfill His promise to bless those who bless the Jews? Will part of the blessing the church
receives entail a restoration of the early vitality and power that once characterized it?

God Is Changing the Hearts of the Gentiles

In response to a heightened interest in fully appreciating God’s faithfulness to His
Word, many followers of Christ have become more aware of an ever-increasing amount
of “divine activity” occurring among the Jewish people and the land of Israel. Consider
the following news items that highlight repentance among Christian churches, a repen-
tance that acknowledges with shame the historic persecution of the Jews.

In 1962 Pope John XXIIl convened Vatican Council Il. At that gathering, the Jews
were decreed innocent of the charge of “Christkiller.” (During World War IlI, Monsignor
Angelo Roncalli, who would later become Pope John XXIlI, had developed an extraordi-
nary reputation for saving thousands of Jews from Romania, Hungary, and Bulgaria by
providing Jews with fake Catholic baptismal certificates.)

The following prayer, composed shortly before the Pontiff's death, admitted the
church’s sins against the Jewish people and sought forgiveness from God for injustices
committed:

We realize now that many, many centuries of blindness have dimmed our eyes,
so that we no longer see the beauty of Thy Chosen People and no longer recog-
nize in their faces the features of our first-born brother. We realize that our brows
are branded with the mark of Cain. Centuries long has Abel lain in blood and
tears, because we had forgotten Thy love. Forgive us the curse which we unjust-
ly laid on the name of the Jews. Forgive us that, with our curse, we crucified Thee
a second time.

The Diocese of Cincinnati concurred: “The Jewish people is not collectively guilty of
the passion and death of Jesus Christ, nor of the rejection of Jesus as Messiah. The
Jewish people is not damned, nor bereft of its election. Their suffering, dispersion, and
persecution are not punishments for the crucifixion or the rejection of Jesus.”

A recent newspaper noted, “The Vatican is also reported to be drafting a document
that would acknowledge the church fostered centuries of anti-Semitism and failed to stop
the Holocaust”

Lutherans have recanted of Martin Luther’s writings against the Jews. In 1984, cele-
brating the 500th anniversary of Luther’s birth, the World Lutheran Federation issued this
statement: “We cannot accept or condone the violent verbal attacks that the Reformer
made against the Jews. The sins of Luther’s anti-Jewish remarks and the violence of his
attacks on the Jews must be acknowledged with deep distress, and all occasion for sim-
ilar sin in the present or the future must be removed from our churches...Lutherans of
today refuse to be bound by all of Luther’s utterances against the Jews.”

Added to these acknowledgments of sinful atrocity is a document from the United
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Methodists: “Jews have been victims of systematic oppression and injustice...Christians
must also become aware of that history in which they have deeply alienated the
Jews...The persecution by Christians of Jews throughout the centuries calls for clear
repentance and resolve to repudiate past injustice and to seek its elimination in the pres-
ent.”

“I the Lord do not change” (Malachi 3:6).

The representative verses included in this chapter are predicated on:

+ the eternal nature of the Abrahamic covenant

* God’s promises to, and relationship with, the Jewish people

« the biblical basis of the hatred of the Arabs toward the Jews

» God’s unconditional relationship to the land of Israel

+ the regathering of the Jewish people back to Israel

» God’s purposes in this regathering as they pertain to
Gentiles the world over

It is our heartfelt desire that believers who ponder the promises that relate to the
Jewish people will be encouraged in their faith. God does indeed keep His Word.
Ignorance of God’s promises and of His faithfulness to keep those promises can often
leave Christians discouraged and despairing. Wholehearted trust in God’s faithfulness
fills believers with confidence, hope, and joy. Maintain intimacy with the One Who keeps
His Word, the Messiah Jesus.

Please review the following verses thoughtfully and prayerfully.

The Abrahamic Covenant

The covenant with Abraham was instituted and initiated by the sovereign God Who
gave His oath to uphold it. Only God has the right to say “I will” and it will be.
[God speaking to Abraham] “I will make you into a great nation and | will bless you; | will
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and
whoever curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you”
(Genesis 12:2-3).

The duration of the covenant that God established with the people of Israel was for-
ever.
“All the land that you see | will give to you and your offspring forever” (Genesis 13:15).

The boundaries of the land given to Abraham were established by God.
“To your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the
Euphrates™ (Genesis 15:18).
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This covenant was promised to pass through Abraham’s son Isaac and to his descen-
dants forever. It did not pass through Ishmael, as claimed by the Muslims.
“Then God said, ‘Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac.
I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants
after him’” (Genesis 17:19).

God then confirmed to Isaac’s son Jacob and to his descendants the covenant of the
promised land and the blessings to be poured upon them.
“l am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. | will give you and
your descendants the land on which you are lying...All peoples on earth will be blessed
through you and your offspring. | am with you and will watch over you wherever you go,
and | will bring you back to this land. | will not leave you until | have done what | have
promised you” (Genesis 28:13-15).

God confirmed the patriarchal covenant with Moses, who then reminded the
Israelites of God’s covenant promise to them of the land they were about to enter.
“And | will bring you to the land | swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac
and to Jacob. | will give it to you as a possession. | am the Lord” (Exodus 6:8); “When the
Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and
Jebusites—the land he swore to your forefathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and
honey—you are to observe this ceremony in this month...After the Lord brings you into
the land of the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised on oath to you and your
forefathers” (Exodus 13:5,11).

Even when the Israelites had been removed from the land during their exiles and dis-
persion, God did not forget His covenant.
“Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, | will not reject them or
abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking my covenant with them. | am the
Lord their God. But for their sake | will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom
I brought out of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. | am the Lord” (Leviticus
26:44-45).

God'’s Sovereign Election of the Jew Is His Encouragement to the Elect of the Church

God’s actions on behalf of Israel emanated out of His love for them and out of His
oath to the patriarchs.
“The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more
numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because
the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of
Pharaoh king of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 7:7-8).

Similarly, Peter reminded believers that they too were chosen by God in His fore-
knowledge and through the work of the Holy Spirit. The election of followers of Christ as
well as the chosenness of the Jewish people were initiated by God for His pleasure, pur-
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poses, and glory.

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the
Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace and peace be
yours in abundance” (1 Peter 1:1-2).

Those who are in Christ stand assured that no one can bring any charge against
God’s chosen ones.
“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those
whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies” (Romans 8:32-33).

The Land of Israel Is God’s Possession

The land of Israel belongs to God. The Jews are tenants of His property. It was not
designed to be broken up or traded away.

[God speaking]: “The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and
you are but aliens and my tenants” (Leviticus 25:23).

God speaks possessively of both the Jewish people and the land, and of the severe
consequences for violating either.

[God speaking]: “I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of
Jehoshaphat. There | will enter into judgment against them concerning my inheritance,
my people Israel, for they scattered my people among the nations and divided up my
land” (Joel 3:2).

God’s Relationship with the Jewish People Is Everlasting

The Jews are God’s
cific purposes.
“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you out
of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession”
(Deuteronomy 7:6).

treasured possession.” As such, He set them aside for His spe-

God chose the Jews to make a name for Himself, a relationship designated to be “for-
ever.”
“And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out to redeem
as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and awe-
some wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you
redeemed from Egypt? You have established your people Israel as your very own for-
ever, and you, O Lord, have become their God” (2 Samuel 7:23-24).

God is prepared to destroy every other nation except the Jews. He has disciplined
the Jewish people but has promised that He will not utterly destroy them.
“Do not fear, O Jacob my servant, for | am with you,’ declares the Lord. ‘Though | com-
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pletely destroy all the nations among which | scatter you, | will not completely destroy

you. | will discipline you but only with justice; | will not let you go entirely unpunished™
(Jeremiah 46:28).

God’s relationship with Israel was as intimate as that of a nursing mother with her
child. His people have been etched into His very hand.
“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she
has borne? Though she may forget, | will not forget you! See, | have engraved you on
the palms of my hands; your walls are ever before me” (Isaiah 49:15-16).

As a servant to the Jews, Jesus Christ validated the promises that God had given to
the patriarchs and fulfilled His promise that many nations would be blessed through the
seed of Abraham.

“For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to
confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his
mercy” (Romans 15:8,9).

In light of God'’s relationship with the Jew, even Gentile believers are encouraged to
share their resources with the Jewish people.
“They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have
shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their
material blessings” (Romans 15:27).

Today God Is Reassuring the Jewish People
by Regathering Them to the Land of Israel

God assured His people that there would be a second regathering of the Jews to the
land of Israel from the four corners of the earth.” It is HE Who will accomplish this.
“In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally
to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach out his hand
a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, from Lower
Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from
the islands of the sea. He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of
Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth”
(Isaiah 11:10-12).

God promised that HE would use the Gentiles to help gather the Jews back to Israel.
“This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘See, | will beckon to the Gentiles, | will lift up my
banner to the peoples; they will bring your sons in their arms and carry your daughters
on their shoulders’ (Isaiah 49:22).

Jeremiah spoke of a future “exodus” to Israel beyond that made by the Jews from
Egypt. This gathering of the Jews would be even more notable than their departure from

Egypt.
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However, the days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when men will no longer say, “As
surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,” but they will say, “As
surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of the land of the north and out
of all the countries where he had banished them.” For | will restore them to the land |
gave their forefathers™ (Jeremiah 16:14-15).

God again affirmed through Ezekiel that HE was the One Who would scatter and

gather the Jews. After HE has brought them back to Israel HE will give them a new spir-
it and a new heart.
“Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: “I will gather you from the
nations and bring you back from the countries where you have been scattered, and | will
give you back the land of Israel again.” They will return to it and remove all its vile images
and detestable idols. | will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; |
will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Then they will
follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. They will be my people, and | will be
their God” (Ezekiel 11:17-20).

God assured the Jews that their future regathering would be a sign to other nations

of His holiness. Again, God repeats the phrase used fifty-nine times in Ezekiel, “Then
they will know that | am the LORD their God.” God’s ultimate purpose for the Jewish peo-
ple is spiritual reconciliation with Himself. Israel will acknowledge the Lord when HE
brings them back from captivity.
“Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘I will now bring Jacob back from cap-
tivity and will have compassion on all the people of Israel, and | will be zealous for my
holy name. They will forget their shame and all the unfaithfulness they showed toward
me when they lived in safety in their land with no one to make them afraid. When | have
brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from the countries of their
enemies, | will show myself holy through them in the sight of many nations. Then they
will know that | am the LORD their God, for though | sent them into exile among the
nations, | will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind. | will no longer hide
my face from them, for | will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel’ declares the
Sovereign LORD” (Ezekiel 39:25-29).

After Returning the Jewish People to the Land,
God Will Establish a New Covenant with Them
and Cleanse Them from Their Sins

God will make a new covenant with Israel unlike the previous one made with Moses.

“The time is coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant | made with
their forefathers when | took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they
broke my covenant, though | was a husband to them,’ declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 31:30-
32).
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The new covenant to be established will be everlasting.
“In those days, at that time,’ declares the Lord, ‘the people of Israel and the people of
Judah together will go in tears to seek the Lord their God. They will ask the way to Zion
and turn their faces toward it. They will come and bind themselves to the Lord in an ever-
lasting covenant that will not be forgotten’ (Jeremiah 50:4-5).

After their return God will cleanse the Jews and give them a new heart and a new

Spirit. Their obedience, as it is with Christians, will be based upon the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit.
“For I will take you out of the nations; | will gather you from all the countries and bring
you back into your own land. | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; |
will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. | will give you a new heart
and put a new spirit in you; | will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a
heart of flesh. And | will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be
careful to keep my laws. You will live in the land | gave your forefathers; you will be my
people, and I will be your God. | will save you from all your uncleanness. | will call for the
grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine upon you” (Ezekiel 36:24-29).

The time of this return and the pouring out of the Spirit appear to be after the time of
Christ’s first advent.
“And | will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of

grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will
mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves

for a firstborn son” (Zechariah 12:10).

From Jerusalem (Mount Zion) God will reign forever over the Jewish people.
“In that day,’ declares the Lord, ‘I will gather the lame; | will assemble the exiles and
those | have brought to grief. | will make the lame a remnant, those driven away a strong
nation. The Lord will rule over them in Mount Zion from that day and forever. As for you,
O watchtower of the flock, O stronghold of the Daughter of Zion, the former dominion will
be restored to you; kingship will come to the Daughter of Jerusalem” (Micah 4:6-8).

God Acts for His Own Name’s Sake

For God’s own name’s sake He acted on behalf of the Israelites.
“But for the sake of my name | did what would keep it from being profaned in the eyes
of the nations they lived among and in whose sight | had revealed myself to the Israelites
by bringing them out of Egypt” (Ezekiel 20:9).

For His name’s sake upon which He gave His promises to Abraham, God did not deal
with Israel according to what they deserved.
“You will know that | am the LORD, when | deal with you for my name’s sake and not
according to your evil ways and your corrupt practices, O house of Israel,’ declares the
Sovereign LORD” (Ezekiel 20:44).
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God forgave their sins not because of the merits of the Israelites but for His name’s
sake.
“l, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers
your sins no more” (Isaiah 43:25).

For His name’s sake God promised that He would not cut off the Jews. He afflicted
them in order to bring them to repentance.
“For my own name’s sake | delay my wrath; for the sake of my praise | hold it back from
you, so as not to cut you off. See, | have refined you, though not as silver; | have tested
you in the furnace of affliction. For my own sake, for my own sake, | do this. How can |
let myself be defamed? | will not yield my glory to another” (Isaiah 48:9-11).

The Arab Hatred toward the Jews Is Recorded as Animosity
of the Descendants of
Ishmael toward the Descendants of Isaac

God foretold to Hagar, the Egyptian slave, that the child she had conceived by
Abraham (Ishmael, the father of the Arabs) would be hostile to his brothers. Isaac was
Ishmael’s half-brother by Abraham and Sarah.

“The angel of the Lord also said to [Hagar] ‘You are now with child and you will have
a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery. He will be a
wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against
him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers’ (Genesis 16:11-12).

Unlike Abraham who procured a wife (Rebekah) for Isaac from God’s own people,
Hagar obtained a wife for Ishmael from Egypt.

“While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt”
(Genesis 21:21).

Esau, a son of Isaac and the twin brother of Jacob, married two daughters of Ishmael.
Also called Edom, Esau became the father of the Edomites who did harm to the
Israelites when they entered the Promised Land in their Exodus from Egypt. (Seir, in the
hills east of Israel, is located in what is now called Jordan.)

“So Esau (that is, Edom) settled in the hill country of Seir” (Genesis 36:8).

King Jehoshaphat reminded God of the injustice the Israelites had suffered at the
hands of Ammon and Moab (see Genesis 19:37,38), who were descendants of the incest
of Abraham’s nephew Lot with his daughters. Mount Seir was the land of Edom, Esau’s
descendants.

(Jehoshaphat speaking) “But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir,
whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so they
turned away from them and did not destroy them. See how they are repaying us by com-
ing to drive us out of the possession you gave us as an inheritance. O our God, will you
not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do
not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you” (2 Chronicles 20:10-12).
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The Arabs also opposed the Israelites during the time of Nehemiah when the latter
returned to the land of Israel from exile in Babylon.
“‘But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod heard
that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being
closed, they were very angry. They all plotted together to come and fight against
Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. But we prayed to our God and posted a guard
day and night to meet this threat” (Nehemiah 4:7-9).

In the time of the Psalmist, the Arabs used cunning against the Israelites, just as the
Arab nations do against the Jews of Israel today in order to secure their land.
“O God, do not keep silent; be not quiet, O God, be not still. See how your enemies are
astir, how your foes rear their heads. With cunning they conspire against your people;
they plot against those you cherish. ‘Come,’ they say, ‘let us destroy them as a nation,
that the name of Israel be remembered no more.” With one mind they plot together; they
form an alliance against you—the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites, of Moab and the
Hagrites™ (Psalm 83:1-6).

Ezekiel prophesied against Edom, Esau’s descendants. God’s hand was against the

Edomites because: 1) They had hated Israel since ancient times. 2) They had shed the
blood of Israel. 3) They wanted Israel’s land. 4) They spoke blasphemies. 5) They boast-
ed against the Lord. These motivations still represent the attitude of the Arab nations
against the Jews. These five points, in fact, were reaffirmed in the 1964 PLO Founding
Charter, calling for the total destruction of Israel.® Despite current peace documents and
handshakes, that charter remains in effect to this day.
“Because you harbored an ancient hostility and delivered the Israelites over to the sword
at the time of their calamity, the time their punishment reached its climax...Because you
have said, “These two nations and countries will be ours and we will take possession of
them,” even though | the LORD was there, therefore as surely as | live,” declares the
Sovereign LORD, ‘I will treat you in accordance with the anger and jealousy you showed
in your hatred of them and | will make myself known among them when | judge you. Then
you will know that | the LORD have heard all the contemptible things you have said
against the mountains of Israel. You said, “They have been laid waste and have been
given over to us to devour.” You boasted against me and spoke against me
without restraint, and | heard it”” (Ezekiel 35:5, 10-13).

God’s Command for Aliens Living in Israel
Is Still in Effect Today

Non-Jewish people are permitted to live in the land of Israel. Many Arabs, currently
referred to as Palestinians, own homes and property in Israel. Some are members of the
Knesset, the governing body of Israel.

“You are to distribute this land among yourselves according to the tribes of Israel. You
are to allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the aliens who have settled among
you and who have children. You are to consider them as native-born Israelites; along
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with you they are to be allotted an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. In whatever
tribe the alien settles, there you are to give him his inheritance,’ declares the Sovereign
LORD” (Ezekiel 47:21-23).

Israel Born in a Day: Seeing Is Believing

For many Gentiles, the verses from Isaiah 66:8-11, below, would have gone unno-
ticed and without meaning if, on November 29, 1947, God had not caused the United
Nations to vote to partition British-held Palestine. This ballot established an official home-
land for the Jews. In the face of great Arab adversity, on May 14, 1948, the State of Israel
was declared—in a day!

1113

Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has ever seen such things? Can a country
be born in a day or a nation be brought forth in a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in labor
than she gives birth to her children. Do | bring to the moment of birth and not give deliv-
ery?’ says the Lord. ‘Do | close up the womb when | bring to delivery?’ says your God.
‘Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice greatly with her,
all you who mourn over her. For you will nurse and be satisfied at her comforting breasts;
you will drink deeply and delight in her overflowing abundance’ (Isaiah 66:8-11).

God Is Awakening the Gentiles by
His Actions on Behalf of Israel

God is regathering the Jews to Israel a second time, using this action as a banner or
signal to the nations. He desires for the Gentiles to help the Jews to return: “/ will bless
those who bless you” (Genesis 12:3).

“This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘See, | will beckon to the Gentiles, | will lift up my
banner to the peoples; they will bring your sons in their arms and carry your daughters
on their shoulders™ (Isaiah 49:22).

As God shows favor and compassion to Israel, other nations of the world will learn to
fear the name of the Lord.
“But you, O Lord, sit enthroned forever; your renown endures through all generations.
You will arise and have compassion on Zion, for it is time to show favor to her; the
appointed time has come. For her stones are dear to your servants; her very dust moves
them to pity. The nations will fear the name of the Lord, all the kings of the earth will
revere your glory. For the Lord will rebuild Zion and appear in his glory. He will respond
to the prayer of the destitute; he will not despise their plea” (Psalm 102:12-17).

In the last days, people will go up to Israel, and the law of God will flow forth from it.
Peace will pervade the nations and war will be a thing of the past.
“In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as chief among
the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peo-
ples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of
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the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.’ The law
will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He will judge between the
nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plow-
shares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation,
nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:2-4).

Nations will flock to Jerusalem to honor the Lord.
“At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the Lord, and all nations will gather
in Jerusalem to honor the name of the Lord. No longer will they follow the stubbornness
of their evil hearts” (Jeremiah 3:17).

As God gathers the Jews and rebuilds Israel, the nations will know that He is the
Lord. His word is reliable and true.
“Then the nations around you that remain will know that | the LORD have rebuilt what
was destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. | the LORD have spoken, and |
will do it”” (Ezekiel 36:36).

God promises the nations that if they learn what He has taught the Jews, He will

establish them among His people. Severe consequences await those who fail to learn
obedience to Him.
“This is what the Lord says: ‘As for all my wicked neighbors who seize the inheritance |
gave my people Israel, | will uproot them from their lands and | will uproot the house of
Judah from among them. But after | uproot them, | will again have compassion and will
bring each of them back to his own inheritance and his own country. And if they learn
well the ways of my people and swear by my name, saying, ‘As surely as the Lord
lives—even as they once taught my people to swear by Baal—then they will be estab-
lished among my people. But if any nation does not listen, | will completely uproot and
destroy it,’ declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 12:14-17).

After God restores the Jews to Israel, He will judge the nations based upon their
treatment of the Jewish people.
“In those days and at that time, when | restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, |
will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There | will
enter into judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they
scattered my people among the nations and divided up my land” (Joel 3:1-2).

Activities for Believers to Consider

As the Holy Spirit continues to move Christians to look favorably on the Jews as ‘the
apple of [God’s] eye” (see Zechariah 2:8), pray for increased repentance on the part of
believers and growing unity between Christians and Jews.

* The arrival of 700,000 Jewish immigrants to Israel from the former USSR. The airlift of
15,000 Falasha Jews from Ethiopia to Israel. The return to Israel of Jews from China
whose ancestry dates back to the exile period. God is using His activity as a “banner to
the nations.” We trust that you will become sensitized to seeing these events as God’s
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fulfillment of His promises to the Jewish people. May the Holy Spirit encourage you in
your faith and cause you to bless the Jews as He directs.

* The Bible commands a simple action—Pray!

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May those who love you be secure. May there be
peace within your walls and security within your citadels.’ For the sake of my brothers
and friends, | will say, ‘Peace be within you’” (Psalm 122:6,8).

There are six million Jews in the United States, more than there are in the State of
Israel! Of these, over 200,000 are Messianic Jews, sons of Abraham who recognize
Jesus as the promised Messiah, the One Who is coming again! According to a survey
taken by the Messianic Times, 71% of those Messianic believers polled indicated they
“would move to Israel if Messianic Jews were allowed aliyah™, the “Law of Return” guar-
anteed to all Jews by the State of Israel. The current Israeli government considers
Messianic Jews to be “Christians.” As such, they are not eligible for citizenship under the
Law of Return. You can direct your prayers, then, that since ‘the authorities that exist
have been established by God” (see Romans 13:1), God would change the hearts of
Israeli government officials to allow the Jewish believers He is calling to the land to be
able to do so.

* Ask forgiveness from the Jews. You may have friends, neighbors, and co-workers who
are Jewish. Pray that “the veil” over their hearts be removed and that they would have a
longing for the Messiah as He has revealed Himself, Jesus. Make a diligent effort to
examine the Scriptures with new intent to understand God’s relationship with the Jews.
Investigate the agencies and organizations listed in the Resources at the end of this
book. These offer very tangible ways for you to become informed about, and involved in,
returning the Jews to Israel and helping them get settled.

RESOURCES

Restoration Ministries International
205 North Murray Blvd. #68
Colorado Springs, CO 80916
Tel. (719) 573-4911; email: mikedowg@aol.com
websit: Restorationministries.org

Dedicated to the restoration of early Church priorities of God, family, intimate spiritual fel-
lowship, and congregation, Restoration Ministries produces materials to be used indi-
vidually and with groups to foster change in the realms of wholehearted trust in God and
Spirit-empowered righteousness. Speakers are available to lead workshops and semi-
nars for small groups and congregations.

In Israel the authors contacted a number of agencies and ministries focused on building
sincere relationships between the Jewish and Christian communities. We commend to
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you the following. They are dedicated, selfless, and zealous to present the true picture
of what is happening in Israel. Contact any or all to become more familiar with the needs
and news in the Land.

Bridges for Peace
(Box 33145, Tulsa, OK 74153-1145 USA; Tel. (918) 664-9100;
FAX (918) 663-4843)

A Jerusalem-based Christian non-profit organization, Bridges for Peace encourages
greater concern for the people and land of Israel through a variety of study materials and
service opportunities. BFP offers concrete assistance to both the new immigrants and
needy residents. Services available include Operation Ezra (food and clothing banks,
dental/medical help, pro-life aid); worldwide Chai Night intercessory prayer groups;
speakers and teaching seminars both in Israel and abroad; short term service projects;
planning assistance for study tours to Israel; tree-planting through the Bridges for Peace
Forest on Mt. Tabor.

Christian Friends of Israel
(PO Box 1813, Jerusalem, 91015 Israel; Tel. 972-2-894172/187,
FAX 972-2-894955)

CFl is a multifaceted Jerusalem-based ministry encompassing settlement assistance
and material aid to the needy (new immigrants, holocaust survivors, destitute citizens) in
the form of clothing, food vouchers, furniture, and home needs. You can participate
directly by sending good used clothing to the main office, or even by packing new linens
and extra toiletries in your suitcase to donate when you visit Israel! Intercessors are
needed for their “Wall of Prayer” surrounding every border and village in the Land to pray
for protection and reconciliation.

International Christian Embassy Jerusalem
(PO Box 1192, Jerusalem, 91010, Israel; Tel. 972-669823)

The Christian Embassy seeks to demonstrate to Israel that there are Christians all over
the world who care for her. By participating in the Feast of Tabernacles celebration held
annually in September, interceding privately or corporately on behalf of ICEJ with their
Prayer Newsletter, and supporting their Social Assistance Program, you can help to “pre-
pare the way for the Lord.”

Christian Friends of Israel Community Development Foundation
(PO Box 16050, Colorado Springs, CO 80935 USA
Tel. (719) 380-7188; FAX (719) 574-6016; email: Tedbeckett@aol.com

CF/ICDF connects Christian congregations and individuals with Jewish settlements
through their Adopt-a-Settlement program to promote reconciliation and encouragement.
Through prayer, correspondence with your adopted settlers, working on special projects
to raise your community awareness, and visits to the settlements, you can bless those
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who’ve returned to Zion.

Operation Exodus - Ebenezer Emergency Fund
(PO Box 271653, Fort Collins, CO 80527-1653, USA,;
Tel. (303) 223-7353)

Tens of thousands of Russian Jews are desperately eager to reach the Promised Land.
In April 1993, the first boatload of CIS immigrants arrived in Israel via Operation Exodus,
followed by 41 more groups during the next three years! As anti-Semitism is on the rise,
Russian Jews are again being “hunted from every mountain and every hill, and out of the
holes of the rocks” (Jeremiah 16:16). You can participate by praying through their
newsletter, contributing to the fund to transport the immigrant hopefuls, and volunteering
assistance on a future sailing from a Russian port to Israel. Invite an OE speaker to your
worship gathering to further the message of the Jewish return to the land.

PUBLICATIONS

Many of these publications overlap in content. Some have a prophetic focus, some are
geared for intercession; all present information and insights about Israel that you certainly
won't find in US medial

From Bridges for Peace:

DISPATCH FROM JERUSALEM. Bimonthly newspaper featuring positive, pertinent
news from Israel and prophetic perspectives. Articles include current events from a
Christian viewpoint, archeological findings, immigration news, recipes, scientific break-
throughs, and gospel research. (For any donation)

JERUSALEM PRAYER LETTER. Monthly teaching on Israel or the Jewish roots of
Christianity. Presents specific prayer requests and answers concerning Israel. (For any
donation)

From Christian Friends of Israel:

WATCHMAN'’S PRAYER LETTER. Monthly guide for overall prayer concerns for Israel,
and specific prayer requests for particular villages, areas, needs in the Land. Pertinent
Scripture portions for each prayer concern. (Free)

ISRAEL NEWS DIGEST. Penned by veteran journalists David Dolan and Robert
Franklin, this monthly communiqué gets behind the scenes of world news reports as they
pertain to Israel, Jews, and Christians, from a biblical perspective. ($25/year)

MIDDLE EAST UPDATE. Quarterly cassette tape from noted prophetic author Lance
Lambert offers biblical perspective and views of the current situation in the Middle East.
($24/Year)

ZION QUARTERLY. In-depth insight into news events and key issues concerning Israel
and the Middle East as a whole. ($12/year)

From International Christian Embassy Jerusalem:
MIDDLE EAST INTELLIGENCE DIGEST. Monthly publication. Provides behind the
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scenes reporting of current events in Israel as they impact Christians and Jews.
($25/year)

A WORD FROM JERUSALEM. This bimonthly newsletter delineates news of ministry in
the Land, and evangelistic outreaches among Jews and Arabs. (Free)

From Christian Friends of Israel Community Development Foundation:
HOLY LAND OR HOLY WAR. Video takes you on location to Israel for current glimpses
into the conflicts between the PLO and the Jewish pioneers in the West Bank. (For any
donation)

ISRAEL VISTAS — published by Jerusalem Vistas, Box 02726, Mevasseret Zion,
90805, Jerusalem, Israel

Bimonthly magazine published “with the intention of investigating various news events in
light of the Bible. We want the TRUTH to go forth from Jerusalem.” Included besides
news events are interviews and human interest stories. (Freewill offering requested)

MESSIANIC TIMES — PO Box 1857, Hagerstown, MD 21742 (Tel. (301)766-4770; FAX
(301)766-4773)

Large bimonthly newspaper reports articles of interest to Christians and Messianic Jews
alike regarding events and activities in Israel and worldwide. Commentaries, viewpoints,
archeology news, book reviews and an extensive list of messianic congregations and
organizations worldwide. ($25/year)

READING SUPPLEMENT:

We’'ve included a review of these books because they have impacted us to such a great
degree. There was a “whole world of understanding” in these volumes that we had never
before considered, or even been exposed to. Delve and enjoy!

Norma Archbold, The Mountains of Israel — The Bible and the West Bank (Phoebe’s
Song Publications, 1993) How little we Americans understand of Israel’s history, even
recent history! This Bible-based, well-documented brief survey of modern-day Israel will
open your eyes to the truth—and to media bias.

Henry T. Blackaby and Clause V. King, Experiencing God (Nashville, TN.: Lifeway Press,
1990) — This workbook is an excellent resource to assist believers in their quest to love
God more dearly, to pray more faithfully, to trust Him more fully, and to wait on Him eager-

ly.
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Michael L. Brown, Our Hands Are Stained With Blood — The Tragic Story of The
‘Church’ and the Jewish People (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, 1992). —
You will wipe tears of sorrow and repentant shame as you share in the sufferings of the
Jewish people, past and present.

Mike and Sue Dowgiewicz, Demolishing Strongholds (Colorado Springs, CO:
Empowerment Press, 1997) — This personalized workbook can help you recognize and
combat the destructive forces of demonic strongholds in your life so that you can restore inti-
macy with God and find fulfilment of the needs He has placed in each person.

Mike and Sue Dowgiewicz, The Restoration of Spiritual Gifts (Colorado Springs, CO:
Empowerment Press, 1997) — The gifts of the Holy Spirit have long been overlooked as
weapons of spiritual warfare in the believer’s arsenal. The coordinated cooperation of
believers as they identify and employ their spiritual gifts in a military unit context will
demonstrate to a doubting, hurting world that Jesus is indeed Lord!

Robert Hicks, The Masculine Journey (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1993) — As
Mike worked his way through identifying the stages of manhood through which he had
painfully passed, he discovered that he was far better equipped to reach back and help
his brothers in their struggles. Helpful for men in transition and for the women who love
them.

Wayne Jacobsen, A Passion For God’s Presence (Eugene, OR: Harvest House
Publishers, 1987) — Does church ministry leave you busy, tired and dry? Refresh your-
self with a plunge into intimacy with God. Christ Will Build His Church! Get excited as He
works in your faith community, relationship by relationship!

Christian Overman, Different Windows (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,
1989) — Non-Christian, human-centered rationalism was bequeathed to our civilization
by the Greeks. It has infected every aspect of American life. What is the Hebraic world-
view that guided the writers of the Bible and emphasized God at the center of believers’
lives? Read and weep, then pray and obey.

Derek Prince, Faith To Live By (Fort Lauderdale, FL: Derek Prince Publications, 1977)
— Faith can be a pie-in-the-sky abstract that is wonderful to contemplate but hard to
grasp. Or, it can be a day-by-day reflection of the changes the living Christ is making in
His people. Practical and potent.

Casey Sabella, Titanic Warning (Green Forest, AR: New Leaf Press, Inc., 1994) —
Through the tragic circumstances of the Titanic disaster, Sabella helps us to look at our
religious institutions and practices to see if they are of God, or of man trying to make a
name for himself as he builds a “tower of Babel.”

David Wilkerson, Hungry For More Of Jesus (Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1992)
— This “passionate call to a deeper walk of daily discipleship” attests that only Jesus can
satisfy the hungering, thirsty heart. Rich and probing, this book convicts of sin and
reveals the power of righteousness.
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Marvin R. Wilson, Our Father Abraham—dJewish Roots of the Christian Faith (Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1989) — The book that awakened in the authors
an appreciation for the ongoing arousal of Gentile believers toward our Hebraic heritage.
You will love the Old Testament when you finish this!
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