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in the 1800’s. There were
other aged pictures of her fam-
ily, but due to her poor eye-
sight Mom was unable to
identify some of the people
for us. I felt a hollowness
inside: the very identity of
people who were my relatives
has been lost.

The writer of Ecclesiastes
clearly understood this pat-
tern of loss from generation to
generation: “There is no remem -
brance of men of old, and even
those who are yet to come will
not be remembered by those who
follow” (1:11). Think about it:
There will be a time when you
will not be remembered by
anyone on earth. 

The writer goes on, “So I
hated life, because the work that
is done under the sun was griev -
ous to me. All of it is meaning -
less, a chasing after the wind. 

I hated all the things I had
toiled for under the sun, because I
must leave them to the one who
comes after me. And who knows
whether he will be a wise man or
a fool? Yet he will have contro l
over all the work into which I have
p o u red my effort and skill under
the sun. This too is m e a n i n g l e s s.

So my heart began to despair
over all my toilsome labor under
the sun. For a man may do his
work with wisdom, knowledge
and skill, and then he must leave

all he owns to someone who has
not worked for it. This too is
meaningless and a great misfor -
tune” (2:17-21).

It might appear that the
writer has a somewhat morbid
sense of human events. He
goes on to write, “For the living
know that they will die, but the
dead know nothing; they have no
f u rther re w a rd, and even the
m e m o ry of them is forgotten.
Their love, their hate and their
jealousy have long since van -
ished; never again will they have
a part in anything that happens
under the sun” (Ecc. 9:5,6).

But Jesus affirms that same
wisdom when He tells all of
us, “‘Do not work for food that
spoils, but for food that endures
to eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give you. On him God
the Father has placed his seal of
approval.’ 

Then they asked him, ‘What
must we do to do the works God
requires?’ Jesus answered, ‘The
work of God is this: to trust in
the one he has sent’” (John
6:27-29).

Now that I’ve returned after
30 years absence to care for
my Mom in the home in
which I grew up, I feel like I’ve
returned to the birthplace of
wisdom in my life. A few days
after we moved back, I was dis-
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Dear Friends,
At Thanksgiving this year I

was reminded that it was 30
years ago during Sue’s ‘turkey
break’ from college that I pro-
posed to her. If my memory is
correct, I think she accepted.
Fifteen years ago the Lord
directed me to return to my
parents’ home to care for my
Dad. Fifteen years later we are
home caring for my Mom.

Some people, like me, like
to reflect on different events
from our past. First, it gives me
a panorama of seeing how
God used these events in my
life. Second, I can learn from
my mistakes and gain wisdom
by reflecting. The philosopher
Santayana once wrote that the
generation that doesn’t
remember the past will live to
repeat the same mistakes. 

I’ve observed that when one
generation covers up its mis-
takes, the next one repeats
them. Sometimes our children
need to know the mistakes we
have made to at least give them
a chance to not repeat them.

My Mom is the last survivor
of her seven siblings. As we
were storing some of our
belongings in her attic a few
weeks ago, we found some
very old pictures.  One dis-
played her father when he was
an officer in the Polish Army
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learned how her mother had
fed so many people who came
to her kitchen door during the
Depression. She told us how
her father, when he heard the
news that his wife had died,
dropped to his knees and
thanked God for the years
he’d had with her. We learned
about his courage when my
grandfather faced down
racism at his church in the
1930’s. 

But one story was never told
until February, 1997. Our
heavenly Father had saved it
for just the right moment: 

Sue and I were doing a sem-
inar at a predominantly
African-American church in
Birming-ham, Ala. As I was
speaking I felt a hand on my
shoulder and the voice of my
Mom’s father, who’d died in
1950, spoke to me: “I’m proud
of you. You’re returning the
kindness these people have
shown to my family.” 

When the seminar ended
that day, I called my Mom in
Conn. and told her what hap-
pened. She responded, “God is
good! In the 1920’s we were
starving on the farm and only
the black farmers would give
us food to eat.” My Mom and
I were thrilled to realize that
God keeps accounts even over
the generations. Read your
Bible to see how often our
Father keeps generational
accounts. Could He be using
you to repay a debt from your
family’s past?

As my son and I continued
to talk, I shared what I
believed to be the heritage
that was now being passed
along to him: a heritage of
kindness and concern for oth -

cussing the different events
going on around us with my
son Mike. I asked him, “Do
you know why Mom’s chil-
dren are so devoted to her?” “I
don’t know what you mean.”
he replied. “Mike, so many
adult children have little
appreciation for their aged
parents. They have forgotten
the difficulties their parents
went through to correct and
train them, to instill moral
and ethical values in them.”
What you see in your uncles
and aunt is loving apprecia-
tion for the sacrifices made by
our parents.”

Mom worked most of her
life as a welder at an aircraft
company; all four of her kids
attended college, and she her-
self earned her GED at age 63!
She was instrumental in
developing the virtues and
principles which have given
each of us respect, joy, and sat-
isfaction in our lives. We know
and appreciate more than ever
the teachings and corrections
she imparted to us. The Book
of Proverbs is right when it
states, “My son...do not forsake
your mother’s teachings.”

I was the most difficult of
all her children to raise.
Maybe that’s why our Father
brought me home to care for
her. I can look back and know
that I wouldn’t have wanted
the job of ‘mothering’ me! 

During our youth as we
helped her cook or wash dish-
es in the kitchen, Mom passed
along to her children a her-
itage. [My Mom still doesn’t
have a dish washer, as my son
has discovered!] As we did
those kitchen chores, we

ers . Mom’s training instilled
Torah, the Teachings of God,
in our hearts. She taught us to
do to others what we would
want done to ourselves: “So in
everything, do to others what you
would have them do to you, for
this sums up the Law [Torah]
and the Prophets” (Matt. 7:12).

This principle is the founda-
tion for the re l a t i o n a l i n t e rc o n -
nectedness evident in our family.
My brothers, sister, and I
received this wisdom, and we
t ry to live it. Now it’s time for
the next generation to carry
these values as the hallmark of
their lives.

What is Wisdom?

The Bible tells us: “The fear
of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom”(Prov. 9:10a).

•  Wisdom is seeing life from
God’s perspective and prin-
ciples. 
Wisdom causes us to scruti-
nize our lives in light of
His Word. 
Wisdom seeks to please the
Lord and to fulfill His pur-
poses. 
Wisdom will always cause
us to trust our Lord Jesus
more and more.

•  Reason is viewing life from
our own perspective. Reason
always results in: disillusion-
ment, despair, and fear.
Many of our problems are
the result of leaning on our
own reasoning rather than
seeking God’s wisdom.

Consider what the author of
Ecclesiastes understood about
the two paths people choose
in life: “To the man who pleases
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(Prov. 11:4-6).
• Do all you can to enable

your family to walk in lov-
ing-trust in the Lord Jesus.
Teach them to call out to
their loving Father for help.
Train them to depend on
Him. The Father loves us
more than we can under-
stand...He accepted the sac-
rifice of Jesus on our behalf.

•  Train your children to be
repentant before their Lord
so that their prayers will be
heard in heaven. Te a c h
them that their sin hurts a
relationship...one in which
they are deeply loved.

“Surely the arm of the Lord is
not too short to save, nor his
ear too dull to hear.

But your iniquities have sep -
arated you from your God;
your sins have hidden his face
from you, so that he will not
hear” (Isa. 59:1,2; see 1 Pet.
3:12).

“Whoever gives heed to
instruction prospers, and blessed
is he who trusts in the Lord”
(Prov. 16:20).

Mike & Sue Dowgiewicz
Isa. 59:21; 64:4,5a

escalating. 
• What will you be doing

about Y2K? 
If the Lord is directing you

to put aside food or money for
yourself or to help others if the
need should arise, please be
obedient to that command.
But I encourage you, if you
truly are a child of the Father’s ,
stay away from the fear-based
hype surrounding Y2K. It is
insulting to me to receive
some of the fear-laden e-mail
about Y2K from other well-
meaning, yet untrusting
Christians. These people still
d o n ’t know or trust their heav-
enly Father. King Solomon was
right when he wrote, “ W h a t
the wicked dreads will overt a k e
them, what the righteous desire
will be granted” (Pro. 10:24).

Fear, like bitterness, has a
power all to itself. Both are
addictive and attract many
converts. T rust enables us to
quiet our hearts and be still.

As the millennium draws to
a close, use this time for Godly
reflection. Gain wisdom! 
•  If you have taught your chil-

dren to put their confidence
in wealth and worldly
accomplishment, ask their
forgiveness for your mis-
guided teaching. 
Wealth is worthless in the day

of wrath, 
but righteousness delivers fro m

death. 
The righteousness of the blame -

less makes a straight way for them, 
but the wicked are brought

down by their own wickedness.
The righteousness of the upright

delivers them, 
but those who refuse to trust are

trapped by evil desire s .

him, God gives wisdom, know-
ledge and happiness, but to the
sinner he gives the task of gath -
ering and storing up wealth to
hand it over to the one who
pleases God. This too is mean -
ingless, a chasing after the
w i n d ” (Ecc. 2:6). Which per-
son are you? Do you seek a
way of life which is pleasing
to your Father? Would you be
considered wise in the ways
of God?

Or, do you strive for those
things which He must in time
take from you and give to the
one who does please Him? The
writer of Ecclesiastes would
call that “meaningless.”

He also writes a profound
conclusion about life: “Now all
has been heard; here is the con -
clusion of the matter: Fear God
and keep his commandments, for
this is the whole duty of man”
(Ecc. 12:13). 

Do you think that is just
“Old Testament”?  Jesus tells
all of us, “For whoever does the
will of my Father in heaven is my
b rother and sister and mother”
(Matt. 12:50). It would be
ridiculous [meaningless] for
anyone to call himself
“Christian” and yet fail to keep
the criteria established by Jesus
for being one of His relatives.

How will you prepare for
the end of the millennium?

In a few days 1998 will be
coming to an end. With the
arrival of 1999 there will be an
ever-increasing focus on the
end of the millennium. I am
concerned that many of the
F a t h e r ’s children will get
caught up promoting the fear
and anxiety that seems to be
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