











Discussion:
Compare yourself to David,
“a man after God’s own heart.”

David was a man of justice. Like Abraham and

Moses before him, David was guided by Theocracy

in his heart N an awareness and recognition of
God in all matters of his life.

“Theocracy in a man’s
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3. David purposed to not treat others in a way he
would not want to be treated.
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heart” is analogous to the Ckingdom of GodO or 4 pavid quickly repented when confronted with

Ckingdom of heaverQ As a just man he is no longer
motivated by the things of this world but has
become an instrument through which our Father
extends His Kingdom on the earth.

What does a just man look like who has called
on God as the ruler of his life? Consider David.

1. David sought God ® guidance, His rhema.
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2. David hungered for God @ Word to discover what
pleases Him and to recognize the boundaries
that would keep him from sin.
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his sin.
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5. David never excused himself for wrongdoing nor
did he blame anyone else.
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6. David knew God as his only Provider.
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Please don®get caught up on your shortcomings,.
With so few Godly mentors in the church, too many
men have struggled for years without proper feedback
as to how their Christian walk comes across to others.
Feedback keeps us humble and prevents us from
going on like a Gpull in a china shop. O
¥ If you need repentance, then repent.
¥If it requires help from those close to you, humble

yourself and ask.
¥ If you find anything lacking in yourself, correct it.
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As followers of Jesus, we women are called to place

our hope in God regardless of the circumstances or
outcome. We are told in Hebrews 11 that by faith,
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brings on herself anxiety and agitation. She becomes
a public rebuke to both God and to her husband.
Remaining under Mike @ authority has given me a

CBarah, who was past age, was enabled to bear childrerposition of influence in the lives of others. Our
becauseshe considered him faithful who had made the Father gave me to Mike as a helper ( ezerin Hebrew,

promised (v. 11). What does that trust in the faithful
Lord of our lives mean for us in our daily walk?

Unless our Lord specifically prefaces a passage to
men or kings or sons or husbands, His Word is
meant to pierce my heart with trusting obedience!
BUT, there are definitely different roles and respon-
sibilities demanded of me as a woman, a wife, and a
mother than those that face my husband. | @& now
an Qolder woman. Ol®e walked almost 31 years with
Mike, who is now an elder who walks with his Lord
justly. There have been times along the way when
he® had to confront injustice boldly, and he has paid
the price of being scorned and ridiculed. But
through these trials our Father has molded us into
greater unity. | rejoice that my husband can stand for
truth even when it & unpopular! That qualifies him
to Gsit at the city gatesD and help other men to not
duck their biblical responsibilities.

The biblical lessons | @e learned at the Potter @
hands are universal to women everywhere, be they
single, widowed, divorced, or married. Since we are
called to be parts of one Body in Jesus, we are respon-
sible to help one another fulfill our roles in life
through whatever means at hand, be it direct experi-
ence, observation of a godly role model, or testi-
monies of our sisters who have run their race with
endurance and victory.
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Authority, that is, Qovering Q has always been
part of His plan in order for you to find the rest and
trusting peace of Sarah, Mary, and Hannah.

¥ Our Lord intended that first ~ your father, and
then your husband, be your covering to protect you
and provide for you. Yet, the reality is that all fathers
and husbands are imperfect. That ® one reason God
raised you up to help them with your affectionate
support, obedience, and earnest prayer. Just because
your father or husband has failed you has never
negated them as God ® covering for you. Permitting
rebellion, independence or bitterness to become a
wall between you opens you to an array of emotion-
al hurt and spiritual oppression.

¥ Sarah Qlid not fear any terrorQ the literal transla-
tion of 1 Pet. 3:6, because she was able in her heart
to recognize her husband @ biblical authority and
covering over her (i.e., calling him  QGord ©. When a
wife gets out from under her husband ® covering she

the same word God used regarding His relationship
to Israel!). | am able to voice my input to Mike and
also to bring it up to my Father privately and ask
Him to bring confirmation or conviction on Mike.
Our Father is faithful to give me peace and to stir up
Mike to seek His will. That way, God gets the glory
and | am not a contentious nag! Mike and | have
failed each other many times over the years. Both of
us are imperfect while on our pilgrimage of His
transformation. But Mike ® mistakes in walking out
his role have never negated the position of authority
that our Father bestowed on him when we married.

% 1

¥ In small faith communities, especially those
based on the Hebraic model, older men assisted by
their wives are a covering and shield particularly for
those without other protection, such as women
without husbands and children without fathers. |
recall asking women if they @ rather love or control
their families. When they understood  CGontrol O as
doing whatever was necessary to achieve an out-
come they felt was best over 90% admitted control!
Sadly, control opens the door to manipulation and
insecurity and a critical spirit N arenas that destroy
peace as they undermine a man ® authority and
negate your influence.

Does this concept of Gcovering Oresonate in your
spirit? | realize that it is certainly counter-cultural, as
so many women feel their fathers or husbands have
failed them. Their bitterness has produced an epi-
demic of independent, self-sufficient, achievement-
oriented, but emotionally hollow, women.
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¥ Start now by prayerfully identifying and elimi-
nating all false expectations you have for those in
godly authority in your life. Biblical justice demands
that you never expect of others what you wouldn
want expected of yourself . God never intended for a
man to think or respond as a woman does, so elimi-
nate that expectation. Prayerfully seek an older
woman with whom you can rejoice, pray, and trust
our Lord. However, DON @ use these conversations
or prayer times to gossip, slander, or otherwise
grouse about your life situation or those in it!

Please let me know what & on your heart! | @ love
to hear your story of peace in your obedient trust!
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