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MISHPACHAH

A NEWSLETTER TO THE FAMILY OF JESUS FROM RESTORATION MINISTRIES

The Hebraic family is not simply an individual or private matter. Rather, it is an institution in which the whole community
has a stake. Thus, the Hebrew word “mishpachah,” meaning family, not only refers to parents and children, but to the

whole extended family worldwide in the body of “Yeshua™— our Jesus.
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Grandpa, The Reformation Wasn’t the Restoration

Dear Older Men (and those on
the way there!),

Every other day or so | swim
laps at the pool here in our
mobile home complex. Most of
the time all | can hear is my
breathing through my snorkel as
I watch the bottom of the pool go
by. But every so often our Father
speaks to my spirit about things
that deeply concern Him, matters
He wants me to address.

It’s almost as if He whispers
right down through my snorkel.
Not only are His words revealed;
the emotions of His heart about
what He is sharing comes through
as well. This time His message was
filled with intense warning.

His whole discourse with me
grieved over how hell-bent so
many pews-sitting older men are
today. Their disregard for His
commands, their void of obedi-
ent trust, and their dearth of gen-
uine concern that their children
and/or grandchildren were head-
ing for destruction were paining
Him tremendously.

So many older men felt that
their job of modeling Jesus and
leading their families in wisdom
and Christ-likeness was finished
— if it had ever started! His Son
— He Who died for the sins of
mankind — will eventually have
to judge them and their offspring
to hell if their hearts don’t turn
away from sin and find forgive-
ness and reconciliation in the
manner His Word proclaims.

Our Father reminded me
again why He took Sue and me to
Israel 10 years ago. A few days
after we had agreed to leave our
retreat ministry in 1993, our
friend, Bert Schlossberg, came to
see us. Bert had moved to Israel
with his family 5 years earlier.
From his visit we ended up living
with them in a settlement out-
side Jerusalem for 3 months. [It
was during this stay that the
Hebraic relational foundations
would be revealed to us.]

The day after Bert’s visit, | got
up early and knelt down in front
of the sofa with my Bible laid out
before me. | wanted to know why
our Father was sending us to
Israel. As | let the Word fall open,
the Book of Jeremiah came into
focus. The Holy Spirit directed
my eyes to 1:17-19:

Get yourself ready! Stand

up and say to them what-

ever | command you.

Do not be terrified by
them, or | will terrify you
before them. Today | have
made you a fortified city,
an iron pillar and a bronze
wall to stand against the
whole land—against the
kings of Judah, its officials,
its priests and the people of
the land.

They will fight against
you but will not overcome
you, for I am with you and
will rescue you," declares
the Lord.

I bawled like a baby when | fin-
ished reading that passage. After
11 years of running a farm retreat
center and counseling clergy, | was
worn out, barely keeping my own
marriage together. Now the Lord
was telling me He had greater
purpose for our going to lIsrael
than just visiting friends and
recuperating.

What really caused me to
weep were the words, “‘They will
fight against you but will not over-
come you, for I am with you and
will rescue you,’ declares the Lord.”
Whatever our Father was leading
my wife and | into, He’d have to
rescue me. This He has been
faithful to do ever since.

In the pool this week my Lord
reminded me of this passage and
His purposes for my life at this
juncture. In the sternest voice
I’ve ever experienced, He told me
to warn men with all the convic-
tion | can muster.

The Restoration Goes Way
Beyond the Reformation
Most of us, before we ever

heard of the Hebraic foundations
to the Church, were steeped in
Nicolaitanism. We relied on the
teaching of clergy to make the
Bible clear for us and our families.
Our faith enactment was based
more on religious form and
creedal allegiance than on intima-
cy with our Lord.

A good number of you men

who read our materials and con-
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tact me continue to argue

points about creedal issues
that were borne out of the
Reformation or revisionism.
These cognitive discussions that
have nothing to do with relating
to our Lord are extremely painful
for me. No matter how hard I try
I can’t seem to help you discuss
your relationship with God.

The Reformation was not a
Restoration of all that our Father
ordained for the early Church.
Yes, great truths were restored:
sola scriptura — the Bible as sole
and final authority; sola fide — by
faith alone are we justified; sola
gratia— by grace alone are we rec-
onciled with our Father through
Jesus. Sadly, Martin Luther’s
proclamations, for the most part,
only went back as far as Saint
Augustine, who, at the time, had
been branded a heretic by the
Roman Catholic Church.

The Reformation was an
attempt to reform — to make
changes in the same piece of
cloth — the corruption that so
permeated Roman Catholicism.
But, none of the Reformers
restored the relational priorities
and love-grounded obedient trust
of Abraham that the -earliest
Jewish Christians embraced.

What I’'m saying is this: these
well-meaning yet anti-Semitic
theologians based their new
creeds and religious practices not
on apperceiving God’s intent in
the Bible, but on the decisions of
theologians and church councils of
the past.

If there hadn’t been such a
strong, long-standing anti-Jewish
bias over the centuries, today’s
followers of Jesus would be abid-
ing in the relational foundations
that the earliest followers of Jesus
embraced. Isn’t it time that all of
us join our Father and become
“Restorers”, and stop trying to be

“Reformers” of man’s religious
practices? I'm calling especially
on you older men to lead the
way. Do you care enough for your
family to get involved in their
spiritual well-being?

One supreme difference exists
between contemporary Restorers
and Reformers: The goal of the
first is to grow in love for God
and for others: “In Christ
Jesus...the only thing that counts is
faith expressing itself through love”
(Galatians 5:6).

Reformers, however, are
impelled to be creedally correct.
As a result of repeated attempts
to patch up and reform creedal
platforms, over 22,000 “correct”,
competing denominations now
exist in the world. Do you think
all 22,000 can be right? Especially
if you take seriously Jesus’ prayer
that His followers “may all be
one” (John 17:21)?

It’s Time to Apperceive
Our Father’s Intent

If you’ve read our book,
Pastoring by Elders, the word
“apperceive” isn’t new to you. Let
me repeat the simple illustration
that we used in the book to con-
vey the difference between apper-
ceiving the Bible and revising it as
the Reformers did.

A man sets about to build a
house. He carefully measures
out a pattern for a roof joist
and cuts it, then uses that joist
as the pattern for the second
one. For each and every joist,
he uses his original as the pat-
tern. This describes appercep-
tion—going back to the pat-
tern of the Word for every
application and religious prac-
tice.

The revisionist carefully
measures out and cuts the first
roof joist, then makes a second

one from that. But instead of
using the original joist as his
pattern, he uses the second
joist as a pattern for the third,
the third joist to make the
fourth, and so on. By the time
he finishes cutting his last joist
and lays it against the original
one, he discovers that the
measurements are way oOff.
What started as minor devia-
tions added up to major differ-
ences. So too with revisionism.

Because theologians and
church councils of the past 300+
years only cited previous writings
and decisions and then used them
as their foundation point, multi-
tudinous denominations with
their own specific focus have
been birthed.

Revisionism produces creedal
division. Apperception, however,
restores what our Father intended
for His Church — God-depen-
dent people of loving trust and
faith communities bent on bring-
ing glory to Him, rather than
serving their own interests. The
apperceptive life calls for personal
responsibility to study and to apply
the Bible to all of who you are
and what you do. No one else can
do it for you.

A Wake Up Call

The Nicolaitan church sys-
tem has been bouyed by
Reformation writings that have
discarded the relational frame-
work of pilgrimage with Jesus. So
many of you men have been
deceived into believing that teach-
ing alone can change you. Never!
Our God commands those of us
who would convey His truths to
not only present truth, but equal-
ly to admonish as necessary: “We
proclaim  him, admonishing
[Greek: warning] and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we



3 A Man’s Development: The Scoffer Life OR Growth in Christ-likeness

Birth thru Adolescence
Responsibilities of Parents and Family
Input needed:
« Loving care and encouragement
« Model and teach a biblical lifestyle
« Give correction as needed

Desired Character Qualities
* Increasing love and trust in God
* Respect for authority
» Aware of needs of others
* Does to others as he wants done to him
« Instill biblical principles that will lead
to responsible adulthood
¢ Yieldedness to hear and follow wise
counsel

Adulthood Man
Relating with Spiritual Authorities
Input needed:
« Loving care and encouragement
» Model and teach a biblical lifestyle
* Give correction as needed

Desired Character Qualities

« Increasing love and trust in God
« Respect for authority

» Lays down life to become

increasingly concerned with others’ needs
« Does to others as he wants done to him
 Expands scope and depth of responsibil-
ity, i.e. godly husband,father, worker
« Increased wisdom, yields to wise counsel

Older Man
Responsibilities as Spiritual Authority
Input needed from him:
« Loving care and encouragement
* Model and teach a biblical lifestyle
* Give correction as needed

Desired Character Qualities
« Increasing love and trust in God
e Expands scope of responsibility for
younger men; prepared to be elder-shep-
herds and grandfathers who lead their chil-
dren heavenward
« Live sacrificially, reflecting our Father’s
concern for His children
« Applies wisdom of experience with Scrip-

tural truth

Four Types of Older Man
1 Simple fool: teachable > responsible elder

Four Types of Younger Man
1 Simple fool: teachable > responsible adult

Four Types of Boy
1 Simple fool: teachable > responsible child

Scoffers:refuse to change: bent on destruction ~ Scoffers:refuse to change: bent on destruction Scoffers:refuse to change: bent on destruction
2 Hardened fool — Proverbs 26:11 2 Hardened fool — Proverbs 26:11 2 Hardened fool — Proverbs 26:11

3 Mocking fool — Proverbs 21:24 3 Mocking fool — Proverbs 21:24 3 Mocking fool — Proverbs 21:24
4 God-denying fool — Psalm 14:1 4 God-denying fool — Psalm 14:1 4 God-denying fool — Psalm 14:1
Removed from Fellowship Removed from Fellowship

At any stage of a man’s life, it is important that he either be wise or remains what the Bible calls a “peti’ or simple
fool. To grow in Christ-likeness requires ongoing involvement with godly elders as spiritual authorities who clearly
understand God’s goals and purpose. To the degree in which the authorities at each stage of a man’s development have
done their part well, and to the degree that the man has remained teachable, he will be that much better prepared to
successfully assume responsibilities at the next stage of his life.

To the degree in which appropriate input was missing at the earlier stages of his life, it is all the more imperative
that a man seek and find firm direction and confrontation so that he may assume appropriate responsibilities for his
stage in life. If the necessary character development was not achieved earlier in life, it’s that much harder for him to
acquire character development later — harder, but not impossible. This is why it is crucial for elder spiritual authori-
ties to have deep, personal knowledge of the younger men in their care. No two men are the same, nor do they come
with the same history and character development needs.

In the following pages, | describe foolish men who have reached later stages in life and are biblically referred to as
“Scoffers™. They have remained Hardened, Mocking, or God-denying throughout the different stages of their develop-
ment. The older they are, the more people they hurt. Unrepentant scoffers must be removed from the faith communi-
ties of God, or they will detrimentally influence the younger men. That corrupt persuasion will make it all the harder
for spiritual authorities to develop successors who can lead the faith communities of the future into Christ-likeness and
bring glory to the Father.

sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their
own desires, they will gather around
them a great number of teachers
to say what their itching ears want
to hear” (2 Timothy 4:3).

Paul understood the need for
men in all ages to be confronted
in order to grow in the character
of Jesus. “Now we ask you, broth-

may present everyone perfect in
Christ” (Colossians 1:28).
Consider Paul’s command to
his protege, Timothy:
In the presence of God and of
Christ Jesus, who will judge the
living and the dead, and in view
of his appearing and his king-
dom, | give you this charge:

Preach the Word; be prepared in
season and out of season; cor-
rect, rebuke and encourage —
with great patience and careful
instruction (2 Timothy 4:1,2).
Paul was writing about the
times in which we live when he
warns, “For the time will come
when men will not put up with



ers, to respect those who are

working hard among you, those
who are guiding you in the Lord
and confronting you in order to
help you change” (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:12). If you can’t confront
as the Bible requires, then you
should never become a husband,
father, or faith community
leader. Intervening to halt
destructive behavior, then guid-
ing the errant to righteousness in
that area of their lives is a very
necessary function in each of
these roles!

For 27 years I've watched
some men mature in Christ
while others walk the path of the
Hardened, Mocking, or God-
denying fool. I'm convinced
that, along with yielded obedi-
ence to the Holy Spirit, a man
who desires to mature in Christ
requires another man or two to
whom he will give deference.
He’ll walk with purposeful deter-
mination in Jesus to not do any-
thing to lose the respect of those
load-bearing men.

Nicolaitanism fails to provide
the strong interpersonal relation-
ships that are needed for appropri-
ate accountability and confrontation
to take place. So many of you
men have remained complacent-
ly mired in the religious system,
that you have a difficult time
when you begin to enter into the
Hebraic foundations. The relation-
al responsibility called for both to
God and to other men is too
intrusive for you. | feel sad for
your wives as they plod along
without spiritual protection or
leadership from you.

Our Father is Restoring His
Church in an Age of Scoffers
I know full well that what |
am writing here in itself isn’'t
going to change anyone. If you
want to fulfill the responsibilities

our Father requires, your are
going to have to get on your
knees. His process to bring you
into conformity to His will is
twofold:

1. He convicts you of your sin
so that you will repent, that
is, turn away from your sin
and turn to Him and His way
of life for you.

2. When our Father accepts your
repentance, His Spirit will
help you live a life that both
pleases and glorifies Him.

This is true grace: God gives
us the desire and the power to
obey Him as our beloved Lord.
Notice how true grace differs
from the Nicolaitan concept of
grace that excuses your sins
until you decide you want to
turn from them. This false pre-
sumption is “greasy” grace. You
feel as though you can slide
past the call to obey God
because all sin is covered.

If you have studied the
Hebraic foundations and are
applying these truths our Father
gave us to share, you realize
that no one has the capacity to
be relationally committed to
the same degree to everyone in
their lives. For example, among
His disciples Jesus had his spe-
cial three, Peter, James, and
John, and then the other nine.

Why is this fact important?
On the upper right corner of
the first page of this newsletter
we have illustrated the center
three relational priorities of the
Restoration Diagram. This is
our particular focus of ministry.
When you go to our website,
you’ll find the same diagram.
You can click and find our writ-
ings organized under Jesus, The
Home, and Fellowship in Homes.
This sequence of relational pri-

orities is the critical, non-option-

al _foundation to live as our

Father requires.

If you've read our newslet-
ter, The Gospel of the Covenant is
the Pilgrimage to Salvation, this all
makes sense to you.

The first priority is relating
to our Father and His Son, Jesus
as the Scriptures call for, in love-
grounded, obedient trust.

The second is making our
relationship with the God-head
real in our homes as we model a
unity in Jesus and a harmony
that is both pleasing and glorify-
ing to the Father.

The third is embracing a few
others who uphold righteous-
ness in their lives, and will one-
another with you in living right-
eously, glorifying our Father
through your answered prayer
and testimony.

Everything else, including
your congregational gatherings
and impact on your piece of the
world for the Kingdom, is built
on these three foundational rela-
tionships.

Let me give you a glimpse of
one facet of my ministry with
men. Over the years I've mental-
ly placed the men who contact
me into three categories.

1. Some of you who contact me
are living for God no matter
what it cost you. I'm greatly
encouraged by your resolve to
glorify our Lord!

2. Some of you whose heart is in
the first category are strug-
gling and need some counsel
to guide you back on track.
I’'m delighted if | can help.

3. Then, there are those of you
who call or write but have no
intention of dying to yourself
and embracing the responsi-
bilities our Father requires of
you. You like to read and argue
religious concepts, but have




no desire to leave the irre-
sponsible self-centeredness
that Nicolaitanism offers you
and your family. You have no
idea how emotionally painful
it is for me to talk with you.
But you are the group | need
to warn in this letter — the
Scoffers.

Last week my brother Tom
and | were recalling the wonder-
ful corrective interaction we had
with so many adults when we
were growing up. We were
raised in a very tight Polish-
Catholic community. My
cousins filled the classes in the
parochial school we attended.
At Mass each Sunday my par-
ents saw the nuns who taught
us. We had frequent interaction
with my uncles who used these
opportunities to correct us if
need be.

My brother and | had been
raised to trust in and to seek
wise counsel, especially from
the older and wiser people we
encountered. Even today we
continue to seek wisdom so that
we can make the most correct
decisions.

I believe that when | went
into Navy Flight Training, my
family upbringing contributed
to why | became a helicopter
pilot rather than a jet jockey.
My personality profile showed
that | am a “we”-oriented person.
Test results showed that I'd do
better flying with a crew than
flying alone. I had a strong
sense about belonging to others
and accomplishing tasks with
others. Because of this, | really
enjoyed being part of crew in a
helicopter.

During our conversation,
Tom and | also realized how
lonely it can be when a some-
one grows up not cherishing

wise correction and counsel
from others. To their own detri-
ment, so many today make
decisions on their own and find
themselves heading down
destructive paths.

As my brother and | talked,
I became aware of how many
people among the scoffers | just
mentioned have, for a variety of
reasons, grown up with minimal
corrective influences. Broken
homes, frequent relocations,
absence of intergenerational
contact, and just plain rebellious
stubbornness have all created a
growing number of people 50
and younger who rely excessive-
ly on their own rationale. They
have been raised to avoid wise
correction and advice, trusting
instead in their own “instincts”
and inclinations. As a result, not
only do they rebuff attempts at
wise counsel in their lives, they
scoff at both the advice and the
advisor.

Let me offer an example of
the scoffing we’ve encountered
since we began sharing the
Hebraic foundations 10 years
ago. Sue and | have no doubt
that, during our time in lIsrael,
our Father gave us the Hebraic
facets to share. We don’t try to
persuade people to believe us.
Instead, we ask them to ask our
Father themselves to verify
whether He recruited us to
share His relational priorities.

When | challenge some to
do this, I can sense the scoffing.
They’d rather argue than hum-
ble themselves and ask our
Father to give them discerning
ears to hear. An appropriate pas-
sage applies to those who doubt
that God is still acting to fur-
ther His own interest on earth:
“Look, you scoffers, wonder and
perish, for I am going to do some-
thing in your days that you would

never believe, even if someone told
you” (Acts 13:41).

These are the times Peter,
Jude, and Paul warned were
coming:

First of all, you must understand
that in the last days scoffers will
come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires (2 Peter
3:3).

In the last times there will be
scoffers who will follow their own
ungodly desires. These are the
men who divide you, who follow
mere natural instincts and do
not have the Spirit (Jude 18,19;
see also 2 Timothy 3:1-5).

The heart of a scoffer is bent
on pursuing a selfish and evil
course in life. But scoffers will do
anything to disguise their selfish
bent. The people I've encoun-
tered in the third category of con-
tacts come across as the friend-
liest, most biblically conscien-
tious people you could meet. Yet,
their lives lack intimate relational
accountability with either God or
other men. When you remind
them about needed corrective
input in their lives, you get
shunned. Then later you find
you’ve been slandered!

Shepherd-king David be-
moaned the attack of scoffers:
“Whenever one comes to see me, he
speaks falsely, while his heart gath-
ers slander; then he goes out and
spreads it abroad” (Psalm 41:6).

“The unrighteous man flees
though no one pursues, but the
righteous are as bold as a lion”

(Proverbs 28:1)

I want to conclude with a
few insights for you older men
to consider. Some time after we
wrote our article | Hate
Nicolaitanism, [available at our



|E| website under Hebraic Articles],

our Father revealed to me why
He hates the practices of the
Nicolaitans and wars against
those who live in it (see
Revelation 2:6,16). He pointedly
stressed, “Nicolaitanism permits
people to remain in their unright-
eousness.”

I pondered His words for
some time. Clearly, fellowship in
homes was instituted by our Lord
to help His children uphold right-
eousness. Because of their rela-
tional interconnectedness, exten-
ded spiritual family could con-
front sin. Their prayers were
answered in response to their walk
in righteousness (see 1 John 1:9,
James 5:16-18). Men who drain
you by their cognitive arguments
avoid this kind of relational
accountability. They, and perhaps
their family, enjoy their unright-
eous pet sins. Nicolaitanism does
not confront their sin!

Even in most home groups
and house churches today, peo-
ple are more committed to what
they get out of the group than to
God’s standard of righteousness.

e | want to appeal to you
grandfathers and soon-to-be
grandfathers. Both Sue and |
rejoice to hear from those of you
in your 70’s and 80’s who are
affirming the truth of our
newsletter of the Covenant
Gospel. But if you are in category
3, we realize how hard it is for
you to reconsider that you may
have embraced a false gospel.
Your children and grandchildren
are probably wading through
false gospel shoals as well.

Think of the consequences of
where you're leading them if you
don’t stop to make certain that
you have embraced the Gospel
our Father has given in His Word.

Picture yourself standing next
to your children and grandkids at

the Judgment Throne. If they
are condemned to hell by our
Lord for having succumbed to a
self-serving, empty false gospel
that excuses sin and offers no
reconciliation with our Father
on His terms, they may turn to
look painfully at you. What rea-
son for not having sought and
shared the true Gospel earlier
can you give?

Judge for yourself now if
your family is indwelt by the
Holy Spirit. His presence is evi-
denced if they are walking in
His Light, easily convicted of
their sins and repentant. If the
Spirit of God takes up His
dwelling in someone who
embraces the true Gospel, don’t
you think that God within a per-
son will make a noticeable dif-
ference?

Take seriously this scriptur-
al requirement before you and
your family reach the Judgment
Throne: “You, however, are con-
trolled not by the sinful nature but
by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God
lives in you. And if anyone does
not have the Spirit of Christ, he
does not belong to Christ”
(Romans 8:9). You may want to
repeat this passage aloud so that
the full implication of its truth
sinks in.

e Some of you grandfathers
I want to especially warn. I've
been contacted by men whose
son is getting a divorce, or
granddaughter has become a
lesbian, or grandson is addicted
to drugs, porn, or alcohol, or
whose daughter has deserted
her family. | earnestly desire to
help. But you spend 30 seconds
on the need of your loved one,
then go on for a half hour about
situations in your church, or
some theological topic.

Think of how you come

across. If 1 don’t sense you truly
care about your own family, how
do they feel? I've said before,
“Whatever comes out of a man’s
mouth first or what he talks about
the most is indicative of what he real-
ly values.” Many scoffers have
called me on several occasions and
| still don’t even know if they’re
married! | wonder how their wife
feels — neglected or cherished?
Does your wife come up in conver-
sation with others as part of your
sense of “we” in the marriage?
Nothing on earth should compete
with a wife fully experiencing her
husband’s loving devotion! Ask her
if she’s high in your priorities...

» Grandfathers and soon-to-
be grandfathers, are your moral
principles equal to or even greater
than those of your children?
We’ve heard from countless par-
ents who have had to keep their
children away from their grand-
parents because of their low
moral values. How do you and
your spouse feel about sexual
morals? Do you tolerate homo-
sexuality, adultery or fornication
by what you view or read? Talk
this over with your spouse, then
your kids.

e Is your wife an interfering
mother-in-law? There is no way
to accurately assess the many
variables that contribute to
divorce today. But, from one who
has observed thousands of situa-
tions, mothers of married women
would be near the top.

If you want your grandchil-
dren to grow up with their bio-
logical parents, keep your wife
from listening to derogatory
information about your son-in-
law from your daughter. Talk to
both of them together about their
problems, or talk to neither of
them about their situation.




7 e Many of the spiritual

strongholds that plague your
children and grandchildren are
ones they inherited through you
and your wife.

1. Have you helped your family
become free from these
demonic influences?

2. Are you helping them have their
need for dignity, authority,
blessing and provision, securi-
ty, purpose and meaning, free-
dom and boundary, and inti-
mate love and companionship
met in godly ways?

e If you have offered to help
us over the years but have left us
because we couldn’t fulfill your
expectations, we hope you’ll dis-
cover and walk in our Lord’s rela-
tional priorities. We don’t want
our needs to be met without
regard for what is going on in
your personal lives.

When you approach us with
bitterness toward a spouse or par-
ent, or if your spouse has unre-
solved bitterness, we choose to
help you first come into fellow-
ship with our Father and His Son,
Jesus. Sadly, many with bitterness
or a bitter spouse have walked
away, unwilling to deal with your
own bitterness and fearful to con-
front your spouse about his/hers.

e Far more important than
the elections this year is whether
you grandfathers will lead your
families into the biblical stipula-
tions that our holy God requires.
Who becomes President of this
country isn’t nearly as important
as whether the Holy Spirit is rul-
ing the hearts of your family.
Consider taking your family
through the Hinds Feet on High
Places study guide to teach them
about the lifelong pilgrimage
aspect of walking with Jesus. That
will help keep them from becom-
ing self-satisfied, self-dependent,

and distrusting of our Father.

My love for our Father
encourages me to write so direct-
ly to those of you whom He sees
as scoffers and who are produc-
ing scoffing progeny. | hope that
by this straight-forward message |
am fulfilling a call God gave me
27 years ago:

Son of man, | have made you a
watchman; so hear the word |
speak and give them warning
from me. When | say to the
wicked, 'O wicked man, you will
surely die," and you do not speak
out to dissuade him from his
ways, that wicked man will die
for his sin, and | will hold you
accountable for his blood. But if
you do warn the wicked man to
turn from his ways and he does
not do so, he will die for his sin,
but you will have saved yourself.
(Ezekiel 33:7-9).

Notice that “the wicked” are
not those who’ve never heard of
Jesus, but those who choose not
to obey His commands! (See
Psalm 50:16,17). | want my son,
and his wife and our granddaugh-
ter in heaven with us no matter
what it takes. | can’t even imagine
what lack of love it takes for a
grandfather to lead the way for
his family to chance hell.

If you have lived for years as
a scoffer, our Lord offers encour-
agement if you will repent and
seek Him wholeheartedly:

“You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your
heart” (Jeremiah 29:13); “And
without faith it is impossible to
please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him”
(Hebrews 11:6).

If you want to lead your fam-
ily spiritually so that each will be

welcomed at the Throne, then
start on your knees.

In the last days, God says, | will
pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your young men will
see visions, your old men will
dream dreams (Acts 2:17).

Would any of you older men
call God a liar? He tells us that “old
men will dream dreams.” Do think
these are dreams of fancy that He is
referring to? Far from it! God often
uses dreams to give men guidance,
especially when something impor-
tant needs to be conveyed.

When Herod wanted to Kkill
the Christ-child, we are told,
“When they had gone, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream. ‘Get up,” he said, ‘take the
child and his mother and escape to
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for
Herod is going to search for the child
to kill him’” (Matthew 2:13).

Then we are told, “After
Herod died, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt” (v. 2:19).

The Bible is filled with God
giving direction to men through
dreams. Do you think the God
who is “the same yesterday, today,
and forever” has stopped using
dreams to assist you older men in
guiding your families?

Can it be that our families
are falling into demonic traps of
divorce and drug addiction
because so many older men are
not taking God at His Word? Job
retirement does not mean retire-
ment from spiritual responsibili-
ty. Even the most hopeless situa-
tions can be changed on your
knees on love-grounded, obedi-
ent trust.

Your brother and fellow elder
and grandfather,

Mike



The Gospel of the Covenant is
the Pilgrimage to Salvation CD
We are celebrating our 34th wedding
anniversary and the 10th anniversary of
our arrival back from lIsrael with the
message of the Hebraic Restoration.
We are delighted to have this article on

audio CD to celebrate.

You have permission to make copies of
the CD. An audio transcript is available
on our website. May it bless you and
help you to bear much lasting fruit!

Praise

 We thank our Lord for not only giving
us 34 years of marriage, but more
importantly, for the changes He has
made in each of us. We rejoice and are
humbled that we have the opportunity
to share His loving revelation of the
Church He yearns for.

* We are grateful to hear the spiritual
breakthroughs that our friends, the
Skeets and Manns, are making among
the Navajo. God is raising up people
devoted to Him to come alongside and
help!

Prayer

* Please continue to seek our Father’s
direction for the Jesus In Your Home
video as we work on this project. We

know from the input we’re receiving
that it will be a valuable tool to equip
people to live wholeheartedly for Jesus.
» We would appreciate your prayers as
we meet together with the Skeets and
Manns on the first weekend of March.
We want our Lord to be lifted up in wor-
ship, and to seek Him for guidance as to
how we can reach others. The Skeets
and Manns are translating The Gospel of
the Covenant into Navajo and hope to
produce a VHS video to convey the
Gospel. It’s wonderful to see how natu-
rally the Hebraic truths can be acquired
by other cultures without hindrance in
expression! We wrote about this in our
article, Hebraic Foundations to Trans-
Cultural Ministry. If you’d like to read
it, it’s at our website under Hebraic
Articles.

* We would appreciate your prayers
as we prepare to take some time off
in April. The Lord willing, we will
be joining my brother, Tom, in North
Carolina. Tom and I have over a 100
combined years of body surfing. The
young surfers can’t believe these
two old fat men still get out for the
big ones — but not as often as we
used to!

Restoration Ministries Materials
by Mike & Sue Dowgiewicz
[all prices are suggested donations]

We now have audio CD’s of several of our
books and articles!

The Gospel of the Covenant CD $5
Is the Pilgrimage to Salvation

Prodigal Church $50/CD $5
Pastoring by Elders $5/ CD$10
Demolishing Strongholds $5
Derribando las Fortalezas $5

Growing Relationships $2.50/CD $5
Through Confrontation

God’s Instruments for War ~ $4

Christian Halakhahs $2.50/CD $5

Credit card purchase for copies of our
materials is available only at our website.
(These materials may also be down-
loaded for free!)

Non-credit card purchases may be
made by calling us: 1-888-229-3041.

Mishpachah Yeshua Newsletter
The Family of Jesus $12 a year (free at
website)

Mike: mikedowg@aol.com
Sue: Suedowgie@aol.com
Web: Restorationministries.org
Phone: (719) 573-4911

» A Gift-Supported Ministry (1 Cor. 9:11).
« Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter and share these truths with others.
= Subscription expiration appears next to your name. Resubscribe by sending $12 donation before this date.

Restoration Ministries International

Mike & Sue Dowgiewicz
205 North Murray Blvd. # 25

Colorado Springs, CO 80916




