The Way of the Lord
7. Jesus Came To Free Me From WHAT? (Part 5)

Our previous segment left no doubt that Satan is determined for you to feel
HELPLESS and HOPELESS. But HIDING the pain of rejection, abandonment, betray-
al, or whatever toxic symptom you have is no solution. DENIAL just keeps you from
being healed by our Lord Jesus. You'll try to BALANCE your feelings of guilt with
BLAME. Let’s take a closer look at how this works.

Our sin nature RESISTS taking responsibility for sin. Instead, it tries to blame
others. Adam BLAMED Eve for giving him the fruit. And Eve blamed the serpent.
Notice the consequence of NOT confessing their sin and instead choosing blame:
they received a CURSE from God instead of forgiveness and blessing.

Our sin nature tempts us to minimize our GUILT by blaming others. And our sin
nature operates like a balance scale — offsetting feelings of GUILT with BLAME. For
example, let’s say you become BITTER because of what someone did to you. In
response to the guilt of bitterness, God would have you FORGIVE your offender.

Instead, you BLAME the person who offended you and hold onto your bitter-
ness. If you blame others, you're missing an important biblical truth: God turns
over for TORMENT the people who cast blame and refuse to forgive.

“Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’
In anger his master turned him over to the TORMENTERS,
until he should pay back all he owed.
This is how MY HEAVENLY FATHER will treat each of you
unless you FORGIVE your brother from your heart” (Matthew 18:33-35).

Whenever you experience guilt, our Lord wants you to take responsibility for
your sin and REPENT. Consider His mercy when you DO this: “Confess your sins,
realizing God is faithful and just and will forgive your sins and purify you from all
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

When you confess your sin, you create a HEALTHY memory that’s forgiven and
cleansed. But BLAME is one of the ways your mind builds a TOXIC memory. Don’t
let that happen!

We mentioned in our last segment that the Bible commands us to COLLECTIVE-
LY work out our salvation with fear and trembling. (see Philippians 2:12) Keep in
mind that this command isn’t just meant for adults. It also applies inter-genera-
tionally. If you're a parent or grandparent, you need to safeguard your offspring
from developing demonic strongholds and toxic memories.

God intends for you to DO this by instilling His Word in these younger ones
every opportunity you have, wherever you go:

“LOVE the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength.
These commandments that I give you today are to be upon YOUR HEARTS.



IMPRESS them on your children. TALK about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.
Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates”
(Deuteronomy 6:5-9).

Let’s look at how a person develops, beginning at birth. When a child is born,
his world is similar to the hub of a wheel. Relationships begin to form, like spokes
GOING OUT from the hub. The baby becomes aware of his RELATIONAL CON-
NECTEDNESS to the world around him.

To his mother. Then his father. And, any siblings in the family. Even grandpar-
ents and other people among the family’s relationships become part of the life that
revolves around this baby.

For the most part, everything in the baby’s life is to HIS ADVANTAGE. He’s held
when he cries; his dirty diapers are changed; he’s kept warm and safe. A whole HOST
of good things happen for him. The baby’s life is one of instant GRATIFICATION.
And, his perspective of the people who care for him is positive.

But there comes a time in a child’s life when BOUNDARIES must be established.
Left to himself, a lot of hurt can happen. As the baby begins to crawl around, a new
world opens up for him. The people who care for him begin to increasingly use the
word, “No!” This word becomes a STOP SIGN for him as he learns what it means.

Inside our little boy is a sin nature, and any strongholds his parents didn’t
demolish before he came along. Given the opportunity, these will influence his life
toward wrong choices. At one time everything was all POSITIVE for him. Now
there’s this word “NO!”

Initially, most of the “NO’s” the baby hears are attempts to stop him from hurt-
ing himself, or breaking things in his home. As the baby grows, there comes a time
when he begins to exhibit unfriendly behavior. Now he encounters a DIFFERENT
kind of stop sign in his life. He’s stopped for mistreating another person. The baby
is being introduced to a whole new responsibility — how he treats someone else.

When the baby becomes a toddler, he needs to know the BASIS to the constraints
now being placed on him. This is where the foundations of SCRIPTURE need to be
taught, so he grows up experiencing the authority of GOD’S WORD to guide his
life. One of the most valuable lessons of all is: “So in everything, do to others what
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets”
(Matthew 7:12). Everything in the Bible is summed up in this one command.

This is why our Lord directs parents AND GRANDparents to be diligent in help-
ing children learn to make His Word a WAY OF LIFE. (Deuteronomy 6:5-9) As their
CHARACTER is formed on God’s Word, they’ll be able to scrutinize all incoming
thoughts. They’ll also be prepared to resist temptation and Satan’s attempts to make
them helpless or hopeless.

Recognize that your child is BORN with a lifelong challenge to overcome the
darkness of his or her soul. THEN you’ll be persistent to instill God’s Word in them
so they may LIVE the way of the Lord.



For Further Study:
Discussing How To Restore the Early Church: Lesson 44. Develop Deference At
Home; Guide Your Child's Ambition
<http://www.restorationministries.org/pdf/RTEClessons/44.Lesson44.pdf>

Lifebyte71.

Scripturally Reliant Fathers and Grandfathers Guiding the Destiny of Generations
<http://www.restorationministries.org/pdf/LifeBytes/71.DestinyOfGenerations.pdf
>

All are a free download from our website: Restorationministries.org



