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you, and whoever curses you I
will curse; and all peoples on
earth will be blessed through

you.”
If you have read Restoring the

Early Church or the short narrative
Prodigal Church, you know that our
primary ministry focus is to the
Gentiles: 1) To share the facets of
the early Church which made it
both intimate and powerful; and 2)
to make them aware of what God is
doing on behalf of the Jewish  peo-
ple.

God’s promise to Abraham to
bless those who bless the Jewish
people seems a little “Old
Testament” to many Gentile believ-
ers today: “Surely this command of
God has been done away with in
the New Testament!” Not so!!!

Paul affirms God’s com-
mand,“...For if the Gentiles have
shared in the Jews’ spiritual bless-
ings, they owe it to the Jews to
share with them their material
blessings”(Rom. 15:27). How many
Gentile believers even consider
‘we owe blessings’ to the Jews?
Not many. Most of the ones we talk
with carry subtle anti-Semitic atti-
tudes hallowed by centuries of rep-
etition in the Church. I want to
encourage each of you to look into
your relationship with the Jewish
people for yourself. 

[We’ve received several com-
ments about our last letter on “Who
are the gatekeepers in the Church
today?” Some of you told us how
fearful you were to share that par-
ticular letter with your church lead-
ership. Others were strengthened

by the encouragement to become
personally responsible for what
they believed. The Holy Spirit then
prompted this thought: “Many peo-
ple feel that when they get to the
judgment throne, their church lead-
ership will be there like H & R Block
representing them during an IRS
audit. No!! Each will stand alone for
what he/she believed.” Although
Jesus is interceding for you now
before our heavenly Father, the
time will come when He will be the
judge of what you did in this life.
Can you imagine, with the com-
mands in the Bible as a witness,
how we will feel for failing to obey
His commands to bless the Jewish
people?]

Before Sue and I went to Israel
in the fall of 1993 to visit friends we
had been taught that we Gentiles
had replaced Israel in God’s plans.
Our trip to Israel was my ‘road to
Damascus’ where God had to
knock me to the ground. As He
opened our eyes to the prophecies
being fulfilled on behalf of the
Jews, Sue and I cried a great deal.
We kiddingly say that we could
have floated Israel on the tears we
shed. How blinded we had been!!!
We would have considered our-
selves the last people God would
have recruited to share this mes-
sage. Isaiah’s words have special
meaning for us: “‘For my thoughts
are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways,’ declares the
Lord” (55:8). 

While in Israel we encountered
Our Father Abraham by Marvin
Wilson. [Many years before I had
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Dear Friends,
How do you bless you

bless a nation?

Blessing the Jewish People

Sue and I marvel as God contin-
ues to create avenues for the mes-
sage of Restoration to reach His peo-
ple. Several months ago we received
a letter from Dr. Nityajeev Naidu in
India. God had placed upon him and
other Christians in India to restore
the Hebraic foundations of the early
Church. He didn’t mention how he
heard about us, but he requested
anything we could send. We sent
Restoring the Early Church and other
materials. 

Last week we received this letter
from him: “We are very thankful for
the book which you have
sent...With the help of it I could
convince many Christian believers
and make them to return to the
practices of the early Church...We
are very happy about your book. It
has been enlightening thousands
of people in India. All our congre-
gations are conveying ‘SHALOM’
to you.” 

Even as I write, I am humbled by
his letter. I think of God’s wonderful
way of using a few loaves to feed
thousands. He commanded Sue
and me in Israel, “Share this mes-
sage...” We look forward to the day
that innumerable Gentiles put the
message of Restoration into prac-
tice, bringing glory to the Father
through their lives.

“I will bless those who bless
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to the land of Israel 
• the regathering of the Jewish peo-
ple back to Israel 
• God’s purposes in this regather-
ing as they pertain to Gentiles the
world over

Please review the following
verses thoughtfully and prayerfully.

God’s Promises to Abraham:
An Eternal Covenant

The duration of the covenant
that God established with the peo-
ple of Israel was forever. “All the
land that you see I will give to you
and your offspring forever”
(Genesis 13:15).  

God’s actions on behalf of
Israel emanated out of His love for
them and out of His oath to the
patriarchs. “The Lord did not set his
affection on you and choose you
because you were more numerous
than other peoples, for you were
the fewest of all peoples  But it was
because the Lord loved you and
kept the oath he swore to your fore-
fathers that he brought you out with
a mighty hand and redeemed you
from the land of slavery”
(Deuteronomy 7:7-8).

Similarly, Peter reminded
believers that they too were chosen
by God in His foreknowledge and
through the work of the Holy Spirit.
The election of followers of Christ
as well as the chosenness of the
Jewish people were initiated by
God for His pleasure, purposes,
and glory. “Peter, an apostle of
Jesus Christ, To God’s elect,
strangers in the world, scattered
throughout..., who have been cho-
sen according to the foreknowl-
edge of God the Father, through
the sanctifying work of the Spirit,
for obedience to Jesus Christ and
sprinkling by his blood” (1 Peter
1:1-2).

The Jews are God’s “trea-
sured possession.” As such, He set
them aside for His specific purpos-
es. “For you are a people holy to

been on staff at the college where
the author taught. I remember
thinking at that time, “Why is Marv
wasting so much time over the
Jewish people? They had their
chance.” In Israel, God used this
book to lay a foundation of how HE
sees the Jews. Please, please get
the book for yourself!!! At the end of
this letter we will list some organi-
zations ministering to the Jewish
people. In Israel I spent three days
alone with the Lord asking Him to
take me through the Hebrew Bible
to show me from His Word His view
of what He is accomplishing at this
time:

Fulfilling Biblical Prophecy:
Israel And The Jewish People

Today

“This is what the Lord
says...’Only if these decrees

vanish from my sight,’ declares
the Lord, ‘will the descendants

of Israel ever cease to be a
nation before me.’

This is what the Lord says:
‘Only if the heavens above 

can be measured and the
foundations of the earth below
be searched out will I reject all

the descendants of Israel
because of all they have done,’

declares the Lord” (Jeremiah
31:35-37).

Scarcely a day passes without
news of Israel appearing in the
media. How remarkable from a
purely secular viewpoint that such
a tiny piece of real estate should
consume such public attention!

The following small sampling of
prophetic verses are predicated on:

• the eternal nature of the
Abrahamic covenant
• God’s promises to, and relation-
ship with, the Jewish people 
• the biblical basis of the hatred of
the Arabs toward the Jews 
• God’s unconditional relationship

the Lord your God. The Lord your
God has chosen you out of all the
peoples on the face of the earth to
be his people, his treasured pos-
session” (Deuteronomy 7:6).

God is prepared to destroy
every other nation except the Jews.
He has disciplined the Jewish peo-
ple but has promised that He will
not utterly destroy them. “‘Do not
fear, O Jacob my servant, for I am
with you,’ declares the Lord.
‘Though I completely destroy all the
nations among which I scatter you,
I will not completely destroy you. I
will discipline you but only with jus-
tice; I will not let you go entirely
unpunished’” (Jeremiah 46:28).

As a servant to the Jews,
Jesus Christ validated the promis-
es that God had given to the patri-
archs and fulfilled His promise that
many nations would be blessed
through the seed of Abraham. “For
I tell you that Christ has become a
servant of the Jews on behalf of
God’s truth, to confirm the promis-
es made to the patriarchs so that
the Gentiles may glorify God for his
mercy” (Romans 15:8,9).

God assured His people
that there would be a second,
worldwide regathering of the
Jewish people to the land of Israel.
It is HE Who will accomplish this.
“In that day the Root of Jesse will
stand as a banner for the peoples;
the nations will rally to him, and his
place of rest will be glorious. In that
day the Lord will reach out his hand
a second time to reclaim the rem-
nant that is left of his people... He
will raise a banner for the nations
and gather the exiles of Israel; he
will assemble the scattered people
of Judah from the four quarters of
the earth” (Isaiah 11:10-12).

God promised that HE
would use the Gentiles to help
gather the Jews back to Israel.
“This is what the Sovereign Lord
says: ‘See, I will beckon to the
Gentiles, I will lift up my banner to
the peoples; they will bring your
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Hagrites’” (Psalm 83:1-6).
For many Gentiles, the

verses from Isaiah 66:8-11, below,
would have gone unnoticed and
without meaning if, on November
29, 1947, God had not caused the
United Nations to vote to partition
British-held Palestine. This ballot
established an official homeland for
the Jews. In the face of great Arab
adversity, on May 14, 1948, the
State of Israel was declared—in a
day! “‘Who has ever heard of such
a thing? Who has ever seen such
things?   Can a country be born in
a day or a nation be brought forth in
a moment? Yet no sooner is Zion in
labor than she gives birth to her
children. Do I bring to the moment
of birth and not give delivery?’ says
the Lord... ‘Rejoice with Jerusalem
and be glad for her, all you who
love her” (Isaiah 66:8-10). As God
shows favor and compassion for
Israel, other nations of the world
will learn to fear the Name of the
Lord.

In the last days, people will
go up to Israel to honor the Lord.
Peace will pervade the nations and
war will be a thing of the past. “In
the last days the mountain of the
Lord’s temple will be established as
chief among the mountains; it will
be raised above the hills, and all
nations will stream to it. Many peo-
ples will come and say, ‘Come, let
us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of
Jacob. He will teach us his ways,
so that we may walk in his paths.’
The law will go out from Zion, the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He will judge between the nations
and will settle disputes for many
peoples. They will beat their
swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks. Nation
will not take up sword against
nation, nor will they train for war
anymore” (Isaiah 2:2-4).

God promises the nations
that if they learn what He has
taught the Jews, He will estab-

had conceived by Abraham
(Ishmael, the father of the Arabs)
would be hostile to his brothers.
Isaac was Ishmael’s half-brother by
Abraham and Sarah. “He will be a
wild donkey of a man; his hand will
be against everyone and every-
one’s hand against him, and he will
live in hostility toward all his broth-
ers’” (Genesis 16:12).

Unlike Abraham who pro-
cured a wife (Rebekah) for Isaac
from God’s own people, Hagar
obtained a wife for Ishmael from
Egypt. Esau, a son of Isaac and the
twin brother of Jacob, married two
daughters of Ishmael. Also called
Edom, Esau became the father of
the Edomites who did harm to the
Israelites when they entered the
Promised Land in their Exodus
from Egypt.

The Arabs also opposed
the Israelites during the time of
Nehemiah when the latter returned
to the land of Israel from exile in
Babylon. “But when Sanballat,
Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites
and the men of Ashdod heard that
the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls
had gone ahead and that the gaps
were being closed, they were very
angry. They all plotted together to
come and fight against Jerusalem
and stir up trouble against it.”
(Nehemiah 4:7-8).

In the time of the Psalmist,
the Arabs used cunning against the
Israelites, just as the Arab nations
do against the Jews of Israel today
in order to secure their land. “O
God, do not keep silent; be not
quiet, O God, be not still.  See how
your enemies are astir, how your
foes rear their heads. With cunning
they conspire against your people;
they plot against those you cherish.
‘Come,’ they say, ‘let us destroy
them as a nation, that the name of
Israel be remembered no more.’
With one mind they plot together;
they form an alliance against you—
the tents of Edom and the
Ishmaelites, of Moab and the

sons in their arms and carry your
daughters on their shoulders’”
(Isaiah 49:22).

God again affirmed through
Ezekiel that HE was the One Who
would scatter and gather the Jews.
After HE has brought them back to
Israel HE will give them a new spir-
it and a new heart. “Therefore say:
‘This is what the Sovereign LORD
says: “I will gather you from the
nations and bring you back from
the countries where you have been
scattered, and I will give you back
the land of Israel again.” They will
return to it and remove all its vile
images and detestable idols. I will
give them an undivided heart and
put a new spirit in them; I will
remove from them their heart of
stone and give them a heart of
flesh. Then they will follow my
decrees and be careful to keep my
laws. They will be my people, and I
will be their God” (Ezekiel 11:17-
20).

God forgave their sins not
because of the merits of the
Israelites but for His name’s sake.
“I, even I, am he who blots out your
transgressions, for my own sake,
and remembers your sins no more”
(Isaiah 43:25).

For His name’s sake God
promised that He would not cut off
the Jews. He afflicted them in order
to bring them to repentance. “For
my own name’s sake I delay my
wrath; for the sake of my praise I
hold it back from you, so as not to
cut you off. See, I have refined you,
though not as silver; I have tested
you in the furnace of affliction. For
my own sake, for my own sake, I
do this. How can I let myself be
defamed? I will not yield my glory
to another” (Isaiah 48:9-11).

The Arab hatred toward the
Jews is biblically recorded as ani-
mosity of the descendants of
Ishmael toward the descendants of
Isaac. God foretold to Hagar, the
Egyptian slave, that the child she
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