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Reality 4. Is Your Life In Bondage To The “Halo Effect”?


Recapping A Historic Reality

In Reality 2. Jesus Wasn’t A European White Man, we cited the centuries of deter-

mined effort by anti-Semitic European theologians to diminish the importance of the 
Hebrew Bible (Older Testament) and anything that was “Jewish”. In place of the biblical  

Hebraic perspective, these theologians used revisionism and syncretism 
to assimilate Hellenism and Romanism into Christianity — worldviews 
which have dominated Christianity since the 2nd century. Not only did anti-
Semitic theology give rise to a white supremacist Christianity; Hellenism 
concocted the “halo effect” which has hindered millions within Christianity.


Hellenism’s “Halo Effect” In Christianity: 

Let’s define this term. Any time you esteem another Christian as be-

ing better, holier, more saintly and/or more loved or valued in our Lord’s 
sight, you are in bondage to the deceitful and despicable “halo effect”. 
These intimidating misperceptions that are brought about by the halo 
effect can keep you from experiencing our Lord’s spiritual power 
flowing through you or you experiencing His divine interven-
tions in your life. And without either or both of these spiritual realities 
in your life, YOU are sinning against Him. 


Through love-grounded obedient trust in Lord Jesus, spiritual power and divine 
interventions are two crucial identifiers which His first followers experienced through 
His Spirit at work in and through them (we’ll discuss this work in Reality 5). And spiri-
tual power and divine interventions have been promised to all Jesus’s followers for all 
time. These two characteristics must be yours as well if you belong to Him. If they’re 
not, you may be in bondage to the halo effect.


It’s Urgent That You Understand What Happened in the 2nd Century

In the simplest terms, during the 2nd century our Lord kept His promise to Abraham 

to curse those who curse his descendants. Before we received the Hebraic foundations, 
we viewed Abraham as just an Older Testament character. But Abraham was not just 
anyone! 

✅  It was God, Himself, Who commanded Abraham to leave his homeland. 

✅  God promised Abraham an eternal Covenant that would be fulfilled through Jesus. 

✅  Abraham was told in advance the Gospel by which all the world would be blessed. 

✅  Throughout Israel’s history God repeatedly upheld His promise to bless those who 
blessed Abraham’s descendants, and to curse those who cursed his descendants.


“The LORD had said to [Abraham], ‘Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you’” (Genesis 12:1-3).

If we hadn’t thoroughly researched this issue of God’s blessings and curses depend-

ing on how Abraham's descendants were treated, we might be as doubtful as you may 
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be over this tragic reality: Our Lord allowed Christianity as a whole to be deluded for 
centuries because of the influential writings of such Hellenist “Church Fathers” as John 
Chrysostom, Justin Martyr, and Origen. These anti-Semitic teachers intentionally dis-
tanced themselves from the Hebraic roots of the faith. Yet they have been heralded by 
ecclesiastical leadership for centuries. Their unbiblical rhetoric not only introduced pa-
gan Hellenist practices and thought into Christianity; their anti-Semitic vitriol against the 
descendants of Abraham compelled our Father to keep His promise to the Patriarch — 
to curse those who cursed Abraham's descendants. The anti-Semitic Christian estab-
lishment was given over to the twin delusions of Hellenism and Romanism.


Hellenism’s Dualism and the “Halo Effect”

The “Church Fathers” had been powerfully swayed by the Hellenist lie of dualism, 

which was based on the decidedly unscriptural philosophy of the Greek, Plato. Contrary 
to the Bible, Plato postulated that life was divided into two components: the invisible 
spiritual arena which he deemed “good,” and the coarse physical realm which he con-
sidered “evil.” The human body was considered the source of unbridled sin, a prison for 
the spiritual soul which longed to be free of its fleshly shackles. Even marriage was 
suspect as unholy and corrupt, while asceticism and celibacy became the ideal. As a 
result of the pervasive dualist influence, European theology developed unbiblical prac-
tices and belief systems by compartmentalizing life into two domains:


	 	 👎  the spiritual, which they declared to be “good”

	 	 👎  the physical, which they deemed as “evil.”


📌  Please keep in mind that the biblical Hebraic view regards the spiritual and physi-
cal worlds in continuity. There’s interactive unity between the material and spiritual 
arenas. The same God created both the heavenly invisible realm as well as the earthly 
material realm — and as Creator He declared the world He formed to be good! As a 
Hebrew, our Lord Jesus fully interacted with the material world, recognizing that 
both the physical and the spiritual are holy because God has a part and a purpose in 
both. 


📌  Even though sin resides in the nature of human beings, God doesn’t consider as 
evil the universe He spoke into existence. Also, from the biblical Hebraic perspective, 
“work” and “worship” are interconnected. No occupation is “more spiritual” than an-
other. Doing your job as “unto the Lord” is considered just as “holy” as the time you 
spend studying God’s Word so you can put it into practice in your daily life.


Let’s discuss the dualist-inspired “halo effect” and its impact on Christianity.

1. THE “HALO EFFECT”: Dualism opened the way for the “spiritual” Nicolaitan 

clergy to dominate the “secular laity” who lived and labored in the material world. For 
centuries this unscriptural pattern has prevailed as professional clergy have made sure 
that their “higher, sacred calling” remains preeminent in congregational settings. Many 
clergy to this day relentlessly try to convince the “laity” of the primacy of their role and 
position in the congregation, deceiving themselves and others that working in worldly 
occupations is inferior when compared to “religious service.”
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2. THE “HALO EFFECT”: Many centuries ago the prevailing 
religious establishment and professional clergy began to call the 
buildings in which they conducted services “the church” or “the 
house of God”. Yet the correct literal translation of ekklesia (the 
Greek term used for “church”) are the people themselves — the 
“called-out ones” who collectively comprise the body of our Lord 
Jesus throughout the world. Wherever and however the called-out 
ones in Christ are doing our Father's will is holy in His eyes. From 
the Bible we see that the home of each follower of Jesus was 
where spiritual development and breaking of bread occurred (Acts 
2:46; Ephesians 6:4). But with the rise of Nicolaitan intermediaries 
coming between man and God, the “church” building and professional clergy replaced 
the sanctity of the home and a father’s role as spiritual leader of his family.


3. THE “HALO EFFECT”: For centuries before the birth of 
Jesus, the Romans used halos and rays of light in 
images to identify sovereigns and/or individuals 
who had great powers and earthly dignity. Combin-
ing this Roman practice with the overriding influ-
ence of Greek dualism, the Christian establishment 
began using halos in their religious representations 
(pictures, statues, mosaics, etc.) Halos or rays of light which surrounded 

illustrations of Jesus made Him seem unapproachable, while artwork with halos around 
certain individuals set them apart as having a holiness that eclipsed their humanity. This 
aspect of transcendence through halos in portraits was also used in Europe to assert 
the “divine right of kings” by depicting them as holier than their subjects. 


4. THE “HALO EFFECT”: As Roman influence built upon 
Hellensim, the professional clergy class set themselves apart 
through their attire, adopting the wardrobe of the Praetorian 
Guard and other forms of clothing which distinguished their office. 
Those who gave way to dualist asceticism also wore garb which 
differentiated them from the “laity” whose vocations were secular. 
Even today people respond with a certain reverence toward those 
whose clothing (such as clerical collar or robes) distinguish them as more “spiritual” – 
the halo effect.


5. THE “HALO EFFECT”: A key factor which boosted the spread of Roman Catholicism 
was its ready willingness to adopt pagan practices (syncretism) and incorporate these 
into their belief system to appease newly conquered heathens. For example, the wide-

spread worship of the Greek and Roman pantheon of false 
gods was translated by Rome into worshipping and praying 
to Mary and a myriad of other Christians known as “saints”. 
These “saints” were a special class of people who were des-
ignated by religious authorities as especially “holy” and able 
to answer prayers. Images of these individuals were adorned 
with halos to set them apart as holier than the common 
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“laity”. Because of the halo effect of “sainthood”, you may erroneously believe that:

• “I’m so sinful that God could never use me like He used them.”

• “I could never suffer for Christ the way they did.” 


✅  But the biblical truth is that if you’re genuinely born again, then you are a “saint” — 
holy and set apart for Him to use.


6. THE “HALO EFFECT”: Beginning with the reign of Emperor 
Constantine people were required to dress in 
their best attire in case the Emperor was 
present in “church”. The architecture of the 
church building was influenced by dualism to 
please people’s visual emotions and evoke 
awe by incorporating vaulted ceilings and 

stained glass and ornate steeples. Behind the embellished altar, 
clergy in “holy attire” were the center of attention while the people 
sat dutifully in row after row. The gathering place came to be 
known as “God’s house” where people were led by “a man of 
God.” Passive spectatorship was practiced and reinforced. 


What a tragic break from the early gatherings of Jesus’s followers among whom the 
Holy Spirit operated through the spiritual giftings of those who got together as brothers 
and sisters in Christ (1 Corinthians 14:26-33). Instead, under the dominion of Hellenism 
and Romanism, no longer could Christians break bread in their homes as our Lord’s 
first followers did: “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, prais-
ing God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:46,47).




7. THE “HALO EFFECT”: Because the clergy were considered 

holier than the laity, prayer was most often reserved as their re-
sponsibility. Accustomed to a set liturgy, the clergy could pray more 
fluidly and assuredly than the laity. But the sad consequence of the 
halo effect of reliance on clergy prayer was that our Father’s chil-
dren didn’t know they could turn to the indwelling Holy Spirit and 
pray themselves as members of Jesus’ family. Jesus Himself 
warned His followers,


“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 
pray to your Father, Who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think 
they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before you ask Him” (Matthew 6:5-8; see also Luke 20:46,47).


When you pray, remember that you are not communicating with a God Who is “out 
there” somewhere. Our Father gives His children in Christ a personal inner means: 
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“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 
Now He Who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He  in-
tercedes for the saints according to the will of God” (Romans 8:26,27).


8. THE “HALO EFFECT”: The Nicolaitan religious system ex-
alts professional clergy based on them having more Bible knowl-
edge and theological training than their congregants do. Religious 
leaders habitually seduce their congregants into believing that in-
creasing their Bible knowledge is the most important part of their 
faith life. For people to know more about the Unknowable God be-
comes their chief goal. Their mind’s “basket of Bible facts” fills even 
as a haunting emptiness stabs their hearts (see Acts 17:22-27). But 
sadly, too often the “laity” falsely believe that Bible study in itself without obedient action 
to fulfill our heavenly Father’s will is acceptable to our Lord and Master, Jesus.


A takeaway from this Reality: A certain kind of paranoia afflicts a number of clergy 
who are beset by the halo effect. They wouldn’t admit it, but they secretly fear that if 
those in the pew really did trust with absolute confidence in the indwelling Holy Spirit to 
guide them, their reliance on His rhema would undermine the central position of the 
clergy person in the congregation.


✅  A rhema is a personal revelation from the indwelling Holy Spirit that either re-
veals a particular truth to you or commands you to do a specific task. The prompting 
of specific rhema turns you inward to the Spirit of our Lord, and in deferential and 
loving response, you obey the Spirit with the immediate obedience of Abraham as he 
quickly obeyed the voice of God.


We haven’t by any means discussed all the various halo effects that keep Christians 
in bondage, hindering them from a vibrant and intimate walk in their Lord. It’s important 
that you learn to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in recognizing when you’re picturing oth-
er Christians with a “halo”, meaning you think they are “holier” than you are, or letting 
yourself be dominated by their supposed “halo” and feeling down on yourself. And, don’t 
ever use a halo to intimidate others! NO HALO IS A GOOD THING!
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