
Dear Friends in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
In this Nugget we're going to discuss the persevering commitment of the genuinely born again in 

“finding out what pleases the Lord” (Ephesians 5:10; see 1Timothy 2:3; 1John 3:22). When you are living 
determined by grace to please our Lord Jesus, it's a daily way of life which springs forth from your lov-
ing appreciation for His sacrifice on your behalf. Central to pleasing our Lord Jesus is you applying 
His commands. This is why we've so often emphasized the interwoven fabric of obedience and trust 
as a clear indicator of your love for your Lord: “If you love Me, you will keep [apply to your life in every 
aspect] My commands” (John 14:15). And as you consistently carry out His commands out of grateful 
love for Him, you'll find that by His indwelling Spirit you increasingly become more like our Lord Jesus 
in character, motive, attitude and spiritual fruitfulness. Paul provides us a succinct description of this 
way of life: 

“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
esteem others better than yourselves, not looking to your own interests but also each of you looking to the interests 
of others. [In your relationships with one another] have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very na-
ture God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped; rather, He emptied Himself, taking the very 
nature of a slave, becoming in human likeness” (Philippians 2:1-7). 

Maturing in humble esteem for others emanates from a heart that purposes to not try to gain ad-
vantage for yourself in your relationships. Having the mind of Christ means being prepared in your 
heart to serve others even if it means inconvenience or poor timing. (If you really can't help at that time, 
you can ask the person in need for an alternative time or offer an alternate solution to their problem.) Desiring 
to please our Father in this way isn't "earning favor"; it's living like your Lord. 

“He who sent Me is with Me… for I always do what is pleasing to Him” (John 8:29). 
💠 Do you think it delighted our Lord Jesus to live pleasing His Father?  
💠Would Father be any less pleased if you lived determined to please like our Lord?  

Living with a fervent resolve to please our Father is an expression of a humble heart. The genuine 
demonstrate this by wholeheartedly loving our Lord and treating those around us as He would. 
There’s joy inexpressible when your Father tells you that He is well-pleased with you even as He told 
Jesus that He was well-pleased with Him (Matthew 3:17). When the genuine live by putting others first 
as the indwelling Spirit directs them, they are expressing through their motive and actions a love that 
others can emotionally experience. The recipient is pleased to be treated with such high loving regard 
by you. And do keep in mind that the specific action you do isn’t as significant as your heart purpose 
in doing it: to uplift the dignity and worth of someone who is made in God's image. 

When it comes to the temptation of wanting to be commended or noticed for what they've done, 
the genuinely born again have implanted our Lord’s words in their heart: “Do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3; see also 6:1-4), and, “We are unprofitable slaves; 
we have only done what we ought to do” (Luke 17:10). 
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“When Your judgments are executed, people learn righteousness” (Isaiah 26:9).
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❌ Many nominal Christians show “Christian kindness” because it makes them feel good about themselves. You 
can easily recognize these people because they bask in being complimented for what they did. There are also 
actions of nominal Christians which are devoid of love. In 2000 we conducted a Hebraic foundations seminar 
for the staff of an Indian mission school in Arizona. The mission’s director invited us to move to their campus to 
help them apply the Hebraic principles and priorities. We accepted his invitation and looked forward to being 
able to help the missionaries. Two weeks later as we closed the cargo door to the rental moving truck, the direc-
tor called to rescind his invitation. “The missionaries here overruled me with a clause in our charter. They don’t 
agree with your requirement that ‘You can’t minister to people you don’t love.’ They admit that they don’t even 
like the Indians they minister to. They consider that being "responsible teachers of the Bible" is sufficient.” 

“Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called. Always be humble,  
gentle and patient, bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:1b,2). 

The sacrificial love of Christ within the genuine springs from humble hearts who delight in pleasing 
our Lord and looking to the interests of others first. They pray for the Holy Spirit to help them live the 
two Great Commandments, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). 
The genuine take His words to heart and unwaveringly ask the Holy Spirit to make these commands 
real in their lives.  

“And without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11:6a). 
A major difference distinguishes the genuine from the nominal in Christianity: The genuine enact 

faith which has nothing in common with the nominal’s simply believing but being indifferent to pleas-
ing our Lord. The Hebrew word for “faith”, emunah, displays a profound trust in God. The Hebrew 
root of emunah means to jump off a cliff. The resolute trust of the genuine is a heartfelt emotional re-
sponse of agape love that motivates you •to live pleasing our Lord, and •to place the interests of oth-
ers first (see James 1:22-2:26). In living this way you're affirming this truth: “Don’t you know that you 
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (1Corinthians 3:16). By trusting the indwelling 
presence of the Spirit, the genuine live to please our Lord and to look to the interests of others. 

Do Not Grieve Or Quench The Holy Spirit 

The genuinely born again not only experience the grateful delight of faith-based trust in the shed 
blood of our Lord Jesus paying the penalty for their sins. Their faith-based trust also produces heart-
felt resolve to please our Lord’s Spirit within them: “Whoever sows to please their flesh will of the 
flesh reap corruption; but the one sowing to the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life” (Galatians 
6:8). Scripture reveals that the Holy Spirit within you can be grieved if you rebel. Why else would you 
be warned, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemp-
tion” (Ephesians 4:30)? The Holy Spirit is grieved when you resist His work in and through you.  

Even more impactful is this warning: “Do not quench the Spirit” (1Thessalonians 5:19). In this con-
text, quench applies to suppressing a particular gift through which the Spirit speaks. Quenching the 
Spirit denies that He is making a truth known, and refuting His capacity to do this is blaspheming Him. 
This stands true for each and every gift the Spirit bestows on the genuinely born again. Understand-
ing from God’s Word the varied ministry of the Holy Spirit in and through you enables you to live in 
step with Him. (Tragically, anti-Semitic theology over the centuries put great effort into eliminating the vital 
importance of the Holy Spirit in favor of nominal Christians adhering to formulated creeds and denominational 
interpretations). Resist their lies and seek the Spirit to live through you. The Holy Spirit is absolutely 
necessary for you to live a way of life that is pleasing to our Lord. And your trust-based faith to live 
according to the Spirit within you defines the life of the genuinely born again! 
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